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November  2021
Greetings to you all,

This letter is being written between  and during storms and of course I can’t help but be thinking about so many of our ladies and the challenges you might be facing right now.  I know this letter goes to members in Merritt, Hope, Abbotsford, Chilliwack and Princeton.  Those are names of places I have heard on the news and I know there are other towns and cities that must also have been affected!   Please be assured that you are all in our prayers and we hope that you all,  where ever you may be, are over the worst and that things are starting to improve for you.
It has indeed been a crazy year with the extreme heat in the summer and the devastating fires and now all this rain.  
The good news is that some of our Communities of Faith have begun, or are planning in-person services though  I still smile to myself when I think that we have to call and make a reservation to attend a worship service!!  I’m not complaining  -  It just makes me smile.   That too will pass eventually and I know there are many of you, like myself who are enjoying the opportunity to again get together with a small group of friends.
 WE ARE STILL SEARCHING  ---  for a President for 2022-23
 At our AGM  in April  of this year,  2021,  I agreed to stay on for a 3rd year as your President  but when April 2022 rolls around I will be assuming the role of Past President!!

That means that we desperately need someone to step forward and assume the position  of President-Elect who will be welcomed to the Executive immediately and will become our President in 2022. Please consider this need.  It really has been a great experience and I have thoroughly enjoyed my position as your president but the time has come when the position needs to be taken up by someone else.    If you are thinking this may be something you would like to do please get in touch and I would be happy to answer your questions.
Keeping In Touch Newsletter:   

(This is the National UCW Newsletter which used to come to the Church in the “Infopac”)

I hope you all got the most recent edition distributed toward the end of October.

(Articles for the National Newsletter would be appreciated)

Address: nucwkeepintouch2021@gmail.com 

Terry Beaumont is now office support for NUCW at the General Council office, of the United Church of Canada. 

tbeaumont@united-church.ca
(This is who you contact for any matter relating to National UCW )

60th Anniversary in Membertou, Sidney, Nova Scotia.

For easy access: This is a direct link to the 60th “bookmark”

https://ucceast.ca/fsldw-and-region-15-ucw/ucws-60th-anniversary-news/ 

On the very first day accepting registrations 15 ladies from Pacific  Mountain UCW had their names on the list and their registration fees paid.  We were determined not to miss out and now more than  3 months later there are still 7 spots available exclusively for ladies from Pacific Mountain UCW  so if you are planning on going then get your registration in.

In some Regions the 22 spots  assigned for their Region were all taken up in less than 24 hours so there is already a waiting list for them.
Remember that a grant of $400 is available through the Agatha Kaasa Fund for ladies who apply before April 15, 2022 
An application form is available at the end of this newsletter so  fill it in and email it or print it and snail mail it.
Fill in and email to ucw@united-church.ca with a copy to cdallas@ripnet.com  
NOTE:  The Portion of the form relating to costs  does not have to be completed,)  just note that it is for a $400 grant to help you, financially, with attending the 60th Anniversary Celebration in Nova Scotia in 2022.  (Be sure to include page 2 and sign and date it)

Or snail mail to:

United Church of Canada


Church in Mission Unit

National UCW

3250 Bloor St, West,  Unit 200

Toronto, ON

M8X 2Y4

(Remember too, that the Pacific Mountain UCW is offering, to ladies in our region,  a reimbursement of up to $450 with a receipt, to be given out after the event, for applications received up to September 15 2022. These application forms will be included in a later newsletter)

EXTRA INFO I THOUGHT YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW:

(Re Hotel bookings for the 60th event ---   Hotels  have been “blocked”. Prices are in the $168-$188 + tax,  range and some are able to accommodate 3 people.  The Hampton Inn is the hotel attached to the conference centre and shuttle bus service will be provided from the other hotels, which are not far away)

(Travel to the event)

Sydney is the airport of choice however if by chance it is not open in 2022 then we would have to fly into Halifax and buses would be arranged (at extra cost to us) to take us for the 4 hour drive Halifax to Sydney)

Banner:    A little bird has told me that the ladies of Peninsula UCW have been busy making a banner which  they are going to allow to be taken to the 60th Anniversary celebration and  paraded in with all the others from the Regions and hung on display for the time of the Conference.

Thank you so much ladies.  I am really looking forward to seeing what you have been working on

Givings to the Mission & Service Fund.
The final numbers are in and you will notice they are slightly different to those published in the last newsletter

Nationally the UCW gave $686,686 to the M&S Fund in 2020

Of that amount,  Pacific Mountain UCW gave $26,418.00  and a couple of weeks  ago I received a certificate signed by the Moderator, the Right Rev. Dr. Richard Bott and Sarah Charters the director of Philanthropy, and a letter thanking us for our generous gifts.  
The letter includes a story of a Palestinian refugee, single mother,  who arrived in Montreal with her 3 children. Our Mission & Service partner,  the Montreal City Mission,   helped her start a catering co-operative with some other women and then she started a sewing circle at the Mission and the group have made over 500 masks which have been given to frontline workers and homeless people.  “I am so happy to help people”  she has said and now her extraordinary leadership skills have landed her a full time job.  All this because we have supported the Montreal City Mission through our gifts to the Mission & Service fund.  Well done ladies.

There are many more stories available for you to find if you go to “Stories of Our Mission” section of united-church.ca in our God’s Mission, Our Gifts  e-newsletter and on the United Church of Canada’s Facebook page
Re  Zambia  project  (Women for Change)

This information is repeated from the last newsletter as I have still been getting inquiries about donating.

If an individual makes a donation of $20.00 or more to Women for Change Zambia and sends it to the National Church memo line NUCW Women for Change. they can state they want a tax receipt and they will get one. Tax receipts will be issued to individuals not groups.

Here is the address and remember to put NUCW Women for Change on the memo line and maybe include Pacific Mountain UCW as well!!

United Church of Canada


Church in Mission Unit

National UCW

3250 Bloor St, West,  Unit 200

Toronto, ON

M8X 2Y4

You might also consider making a special donation  in the name of a friend or family member in lieu of a Christmas gift this year and send them a card telling them your gift has been made to Women for Change – Zambia in their name.  Still remember to put NUCW and Pacific Mountain on the memo line.

CHARTER MEMBERS

And now you may recall I had been asked about Charter Members  -  they are ladies who joined UCW when it was formed officially on  January 1, 1962 when the Women’s Missionary Society (WMS) and the Women’s Association (WA) combined.

I have no more names to add since the last newsletter but we would love to have some more so that at our next Annual General Meeting in April 29-30 2022 as we celebrate our 60th anniversary  we can post a complete list .

Thinking of closing your UCW Unit??
Sadly as we are getting older we are feeling that we can no longer continue our UCW Unit but rather than winding up your group think about this:

Even if there are only 5 of you then please stay together as a group and meet for tea or coffee, or even make phone calls and share your news that way.  To be a UCW Unit you do NOT have to have a president, a secretary or a treasurer to call yourselves UCW.  A suggestion is that you could each put say $5.00 in “the Pot”  and decide how you would like that $25  to be shared.  $5 should go  ($1 for each member of the group)  to the National UCW, Maybe $10 to the Mission and Service Fund and the remainder ($10)  to a charity in your community.  You may decide to each contribute more that $5 and if so you would then have more money to share around.  The money you have collected would then be handed to the church treasurer with a very clear list as to how you would like it shared and let the treasurer deal with it.  In some congregations it may be that your Office administrator would be the “go to” person but,  in any case you don’t have to have a bank account or a treasurer.  Some-one might like to keep a wee note as to how you shared your funds this year so that when next year comes around you would have a reminder.  You are under no obligation to do any work around the church  -  just get together as you are able and enjoy each others’ company.  Remember that “Fellowship”  is one of the 4 pillars of the UCW and although “service” is also one of them it is the last in the list!
Recent Executive Meeting

On November 16, 2021  your executive met primarily to continue with the planning for our:

PACIFIC MOUNTAIN  UCW   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
We have decided at this point, that we will plan for an in-person gathering,  of course, hoping that we will all be feeling more comfortable about getting together  by then.
LOCATION:  Cordova Bay United Church,  813 Claremont Avenue, Victoria.  V8Y 1J9     (Actually Saanich!)

DATE:   April 29-30, 2022   (Friday-Saturday)

TIME:    (Tentative)    After lunch on Friday to after lunch on Saturday.

THEME:   Will Your Anchor Hold?

MUSIC LEADER:   Elaine Zandee

ACCOMODATION:   Block bookings will be made at the Howard Johnsons Hotel on Elk Lake Road and at the Quality Inn at the corner of the Pat Bay Highway and Newton Cross Road.  Rooms accommodate 2 people at a cost of $169-$175 a room which includes breakfast -  more details about that later.
Planning is in fairly early stages as yet with guest speakers having been contacted but not confirmed at the time of writing this Newsletter.

Please mark your calendar and consider joining us for this special meeting which will celebrate 60 years of UCW.

Just a reminder that Pacific Mountain UCW makes a travel allowance available but we would hope that you would consider car pooling especially when it comes to bringing vehicles on the ferry.
And please remember if you are not in an identified Area (formerly Presbyterial)   but your local is wanting  to contribute to Pacific Mountain UCW  please send your cheque from your Local Unit  to our treasurer:

 Lynn Lancaster,  Box 29,  Walhachin,  B.C. V0K 2P0.  lynn@kluane.net
As Christmas approaches……….

  We are now in the season of Advent which is the beginning of our liturgical year and so I wish to express all the blessings of the season and hope for you all that you will be able to celebrate in a way that is satisfying to you even though we may still have to be observing certain COVID 19 protocols, over the Christmas season, for a second time.
Despite the challenges we are facing at this time ,be assured that best wishes and prayers are being offered by  and for all our UCW sisters.

I again will end by quoting Dr. Bonnie, “Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe.”

Clare Walker

President,
Pacific Mountain UCW

Agatha Kaasa Bursary Fund

A Bursary for Women of the United Church Sponsored by the National UCW 

The Agatha Kaasa Bursary Fund was established by the National UCW in 2003. 

The fund is fully supported by a bequest left by Agatha Kaasa for women’s work in the church.
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Margaret Agatha (Coultes) Kaasa (1909–2000)                                                                        was born in Huron County, Ontario, attended Wingham High School, and trained as a registered nurse at Grove Memorial Hospital, Fergus. Agatha worked as a private nurse for several years. She then trained as a lay minister at St. George’s College, Toronto. She worked for nine years in the Maynooth, Alberta, area as lay minister to four charges. She also undertook hospital visitation in Toronto as well as Edmonton. Agatha was an active member of the Woman’s Missionary Society and later of the UCW. 

Who can apply? 

Any woman who is part of The United Church of Canada and is not in paid accountable ministry. 

What kinds of requests does the fund support? 

• leadership training and education 

• continuing education 

• projects or events that promote education, mission, outreach, spiritual nurture, and ecumenical and interfaith dialogue, locally or abroad 

Note: Formal theological education is not funded, for example, M.Div. and D.Min. degrees, Centre for Christian Studies programs, or similar programs. 

How much money does the bursary fund offer? 

The recipient can receive up to one-third of the total expenses related to the request, with a maximum bursary of $1,500. 

Will all requests be funded? 

Requests will be funded at the discretion of the bursary committee, as funds permit. 

How often can individuals apply for a bursary? 

Applicants can apply once a year. Preference will be given to first-time applicants. 

Agatha Kaasa Bursury Fund 

Application Procedures 

• Applicants can only apply to one of the two grants offered by National UCW for the same event. 

• You must submit a complete application prior to the event. 

We encourage women of the church to attend events related to the work and development of the United Church. 

UCW Women applying for the 60th Anniversary Gathering

The National UCW executive motioned and approved that each woman applying to the Agatha Kaasa or Dorothy Amos Fund for Financial assistance to attend the 60th Anniversary would receive $400.00. 
An application form may be found at the end of this letter.

When applying to the Agatha Kaasa Fund please fill out the Personal Details section only, it is not necessary to fill out the financial section or provide letters of reference. When entering your Region/District please include the name of your UCW group. Don’t forget to date and sign the application. Please note that if for any reason that you cannot attend next July, 2022, you are required to return the grant money. Looking forward to seeing you in Sydney, Nova Scotia.
Reminder: Application deadline for the 60th Anniversary is April 15, 2022



Send applications to: 

The United Church of Canada 

Church in Mission Unit

National UCW

3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 200 

Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

or e-mail ucw@united-church.ca 

For more information, please contact: 

UCW Staff at General Council Office: 

416-231-7680 ext. 2770 or 1-800-268-3781 ext. 2770 

Agatha Kaasa Bursury Fund 

AGATHA KAASA BURSARY FUND

Application Form

For Women of The United Church of Canada

This bursary is not for: 

• women in any paid accountable ministry 

• support for any courses or events leading to a formal theological education* or toward designated lay ministry 

*Formal theological education includes, for example, M.Div. and D.Min. degrees, any theological college, the Centre for Christian Studies, and similar programs. 

(Please print) 

Personal Details 

Name (in full): _______________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: (day)____________________ (evening)_________________________________ 

 E-mail address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Community of Faith: __________________________________________________________ 

Region/District: ______________________________________________________________ 

❒ Lay 
                                   ❒ Ministry personnel 

Name of program, course, or event: ______________________________________________ 

Location: __________________________________________________________________

Date of event: _______________________________________________________________

Sponsoring institution: ________________________________________________________ 

Give a brief description of the program, course, or event, and how it will enhance your work:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The use, retention, and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with privacy legislation and adheres to the principles of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (S.C. 2000, c.5). 

Agatha Kaasa Bursury Fund 

Financing 

Expenses 




 Revenue 
Course fee: _______________________
 Personal funds: _______________________ 

Travel: _____ km x rate _____________
 Congregation/Employer: ________________ 

Accommodation: ___________________
Other (specify): ________________________ 

Meals: ____________________________
 Funds requested: _______________________ 

Other (specify): _____________________

Total expenses: ______________________
 Total revenue: ________________________ 

Terms

· I have previously received money from this fund: ___Yes ____No

· If my request or part thereof is granted, I agree to provide my Social Insurance Number so that the cheque can b e produced at General council Office. This is a requirement of Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).

· Two written recommendations/references must be supplied from within the United Church community. (If women from the same church/Presbyterial/Region/District are applying, they cannot be reference for one another).

· I shall submit to NUCW a written report on the course and its benefits to church work and to me, the applicant.

· If I do not attend the program, course, or event, I agree to return the bursary in full to the Agatha Kaasa Fund.

This application must be submitted prior to the event and by the deadline of April 15 or October 15. If the 15th of April or October falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the application must be received at General Council Office by the following Monday. If the 15th is a holiday, the application must be received at General Council Office on the next business day.

Send applications to: 

The United Church of Canada

or email ucw@united-church.ca 

Church in Mission Unit                                  question? Please contact UCW Staff at

National UCW                                                416-231-7680 ext. 2770 or 1-800-268-3781

3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 200 

ext. 2770




Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

Date: ________________________ Signature: ________________________________ 

The use, retention, and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with privacy legislation and adheres to the principles of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (S.C. 2000, c.5). 

