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PACIFIC MOUNTAIN

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN

NEWSLETTER

President:  Clare Walker
35-4360 Emily Carr Drive

Victoria. B.C. V8X 4Y4 

Phone: 778-265-9066

Email: clareawalker@shaw.ca
March  2023
Greeting Friends,
Yes,  another Newsletter so soon but your Executive met  last week and there are things to report in regard to our AGM  and so we wanted to get that news out in good time for you to plan on attending this meeting.
Can you believe it will be our first In-Person meeting since  2019  -  that is 4 years ladies,  so don’t you think it really is time for us to get together and  have some fun??

As a reminder:

UCW, GATHERING AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   APRIL 21-22, 2023

At SQUAMISH UNITED CHURCH.

Beginning after lunch on Friday the 21st and adjourning after lunch (around 2:30pm  on Saturday April 22nd.

Guest speaker will be the Rev. Debra Bowman

And the theme  is    “DON’T WORRY,  BE HAPPY”

You will find the REGISTRATION FORM   at the very end of this news letter so please take careful note  of the details on it and fill yours in and get it sent into Lynn as soon as possible   --  the DEADLINE IS April 11,  2023.
 As said in the last newsletter, your executive and the Ladies of Squamish UCW are getting very excited about this Gathering and hope that there will be many who will make the effort to attend.  
Book Exchange:   As there will not be a book-room display and sale  it has been decided that this would be a great opportunity for some changes in your personal library so here is a great opportunity  to bring one (or some)  of your books that you have read and which you think others might enjoy, and a table will be set up for you to leave your books on and spend a little time  browsing through those brought by others and if you see something that takes your fancy then pick it up and take it home with you.  No need to feel that you can only take if you have brought a book  -  like one take one!!
Again my appeal and invitation to send in any report from your unit that you would like to share in the  AGM  Report Book  please send it to me by email.  clareawalker@shaw.ca    before March  31, 2023.

Please make sure you clearly state the name of your Church  and town and the name of your  Unit  if it has a special name. 
National UCW Mission  Project  2022-2027
The Healing Fund was chosen at the 2022 meeting of the Executive  of the National United Church Women, held in September in Toronto. There were four projects brought forward to the group as the new Project, beginning in September and ending at the 65th Celebrations in 2027. The Healing Fund was chosen  by the majority of those present. Questions have been raised about this fund: - What is the money used for? Who receives the money? Who decides what and where the money is sent? Most of the answers to these questions can be found on the United Church of Canada website, under United Church Women.
The Healing Fund, established in 1994, is a grant that supports healing initiatives in Indigenous communities to address the ongoing impacts of the residential school system. Many name a need for mending, restoring, and celebrating—a sense of loss, along with hope for rebuilding identity. Indigenous communities may apply up to 
$15,000 to create healing, culture, and/or language projects. The Healing Programs 
Working Group (formerly called the Healing Fund Council), made up of representatives from diverse Indigenous communities across the country, determines the fund's criteria and evaluates applications. Support for the Healing Fund is  a growing movement towards living out the United Church's Apology to Indigenous Peoples offered at the meeting of the General Council in 1986 and the Apology to Former Students of United Church Indian Residential Schools and to their Families and Communities  (1998). 
Joni Shawana, Healing Fund Program Coordinator with Indigenous Ministries, United Church of Canada, is our key contact for the project.  

She may be contacted  at jshawana@united-church.ca
Programs that have been supported throughout the years include healing and sharing circles, reunions and commemorations, traditional and cultural programs,  language revitalization, workshops for residential school survivors and families, teaching traditional crafts, spiritual gatherings, creating digital resources, and more. 
At the meeting of the National UCW  it was requested that our donations  be directed especially toward work with indigenous women and their children.

If your  Unit or Area is planning on contributing to this project and wish to send your contribution directly to the National Church  please make sure you clearly mark on the memo line of your cheque  “NUCW  Healing Fund” 
Mail the cheque as follows:


United Church of Canada


Church in Mission Unit

National UCW

3250 Bloor St, West,  Unit 200

Toronto, ON   

 M8X 2Y4

And now some news from Units that have been busy :
 Thanks to Kathy Burchill for this report:-

Trinity Memorial, Abbotsford, held our UCW- AGM on Saturday, February 4 th     with 27 in attendance. Lunch was potluck finger food. We acknowledged two of the super stars among us, who had served for many years. A small choir was formed accompanied by piano and guitar, to sing “Rivers of Babylon” and then all joined for a repeat.
Our program included a special Meditation and Prayer time, where we offered our special prayer concerns while holding a token, and then let our concerns be left, with the tokens, in a special container to be placed in our display cabinet of historic items. 
We invited 2 speakers from Foundry Abbotsford. Foundry offers a variety of services in one location for young people ages 12-24. (There are 8 in BC – soon to be 23). 
They offer Youth and Family Support, Mental Health, Health Care and Clinic, Sexual Health (Birth Control), Substance Use, Social Services, and Drop-in Counselling.  No referrals or assessments are required.  All services are free and confidential.
It is an amazing facility with so many dedicated people giving of their time to operate it.  One of the speakers, Dr. Elizabeth Watt, a member of our congregation, and of UCW, is the lead physician at the facility. The younger woman, Nicole Clarke, is an excellent youth worker and great advocate. The stats for one year showed over 16,000 visits (new and repeat).
Our UCW funded the purchase of a used Cautery Unit for the medical clinic last year ($600+) and at Christmas UCW members and other congregants donated $475 for gift cards for the youth to use at the local Superstore (very close to the Clinic). 
Earlier in the year Grace Unit answered a plea from the neonatal intensive care unit at Abbotsford Hospital and supplied “Onesies” for preemies, newborns and babies up to three months.  They also continue to collect hygiene and sanitary items, seasonal clothing items (gloves, hats) for the youths at Foundry.

Friendship Unit continues to support a student through the Canadian Harambee Education Society.

February 12th  we held a very successful Valentine’s Bake Sale, after our Service. Proceeds went to our local Food Bank, as part of our 2023 Outreach budget. 

Our Proposed Budget this year is entitled: Donations/Hopeful Wishes for 2023.

We will do our best to fulfill our commitments, God Willing.
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I found this  -   maybe a little out-dated,  but still good stuff.
Thought you might be interested!!!

THE POWER OF WOMEN IN OUR CHURCHES


    In 2019 a national survey was conducted to ascertain the contributions that identified members of the United Church Women make to the National Church to their Local congregations and to their communities.

The results of this survey were quite amazing and it is easy to see why so often it has been said that  “if it weren’t for the women of the congregation and the members of the UCW this church would have closed long ago”  -  or words to that effect.

The survey identified 1026 known UCW units and women’s groups across Canada with a membership of 17,280 women.  Of those 1026 Units,  601  responded to the survey which is a response of 58% so the figures quoted are from those 601 units.

In 2018 the UCW contributed $1,133,000.00 to the National Mission and Service fund,  they  gave $2,312,489.00  for the maintenance and ministry  of their own local churches and contributed $795,907.00  to community outreach.

3,962  UCW members were reported as serving on boards and committees in their congregations and 112 have trained and are serving the wider Church as Licensed Lay Worship Leaders.  

In Pacific Mountain Region there were 28 groups who responded to this survey indicating that in 2018 a total of  $54,141.00 had been given  to the National Mission and Service Fund,  $219,573.00  had been given  to local congregations,  $51,643.00 donated to community outreach projects and that  238  UCW members served on congregational committees and 4 were Licensed Lay Worship Leaders. 

 Since this survey we are aware that there have been a number  of  UCW Units which have closed and others which have amalgamated  so our numbers will not be as high as they were back in 2019  but even so in 2021  the Pacific Mountain UCW  gave $18,161.00 to the National Mission & Service fund,  and of course that was in the midst of the pandemic when all our fund raising events ground to a halt.

These figures do not include the hours given to friendly visiting, the sending of cards on behalf of congregations, serving at receptions, donations of clothing, personal hygiene items and food items for local homeless shelters, women’s shelters  and foodbanks and many of the other things that the women of  our churches participate in.

The power of women is a force to be reckoned with!!
Now I am just going to finish off by  sharing with you an interesting list which my  friend Marnie McDonough who is Secretary of Western Ontario Waterways Region UCW put together from words found in the UCW Handbook  -  much to think about!!

“What We Do” 
77 words from the UCW Handbook
nurture, reach-out, promote truth, justice, peace, care, share, respect, live generously, give joyfully, affirm, strengthen, create, study, witness, music, laughter, solitude, love God, faithfulness, spiritual, commitment, devotion, promote love, fellowship, mutual support, understand, encourage growth, faith, worship, Bible study, involvement, participate in mission, cultivate stewardship, financially support, encourage ecumenical, Christian fellowship, leadership development, flexibility, linked together, coordinate, develop relationships, encourage participation, carry out, make recommendations, arrange, special events, report, enrich, enlighten, two-way communication, preserve history     

A few recent additions:  zoom, live stream, in-person,  google, email, ’share’, ‘chat’, reply & reply all,    you could probably add more!!






How True!!
Well that is it for this edition  -  as always share as you wish and remember to mark April 21 - 22, 2023   on your calendar and I look forward to seeing you at our AGM  in Squamish.
Blessings to all,
Clare Walker

President,

Pacific Mountain UCW
Registration Form:
Pacific Mountain UCW
Annual General Meeting

April 21 – 22, 2023

Squamish United Church

38014 Fourth Ave

Squamish B.C.

Ph:  604-892-5727
Theme:                                                         
“Don’t Worry  -  Be Happy”
Theme Speaker: the Rev. Debra Bowman                
Let us come together to pray, sing, share, learn, discuss and have fun!!.
Accommodations:   please make your own reservations.
Recommendations:

1) Sandman Hotel & Suites Squamish
    39400 Discovery Way

2) Mountain Retreat Hotel Squamish

    38922 Progress Way

3) Executive Suites Squamish

    40900 Tantalus Road

.

Travel by car - mileage allowance available.
Remember  to pack a book (or three) for the book exchange table!!
Meeting time:
Friday, April 21– 1:00pm – 8:00pm

Saturday, April 22– 9:30-3:00 

Registration:  Friday  $30, Saturday $20.  Both days   $50
Registration deadline:  April 11, 2023

Please PRINT all information and return this part of the form along with your cheque payable to Pacific Mountain  United Church Women to:
       
Lynn Lancaster, Registrar


Box 29


Walhachin, BC  V0K 2P0
        Phone (250) 457 – 9938
        Email:  lynn@kluane.net
Name:







Address:







Phone: 


____________

Email:


____________
Home Church:





            

Area/Presbyterial





Emergency Contact #:
_____________
Dietary Restrictions:





