Dear MP,

I am writing you as a member of the United Church of Canada to ask you to support, by twinning federal and provincial efforts, the initiative of all PEI political parties for a five-year demonstration of a Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI) in that province. 

The United Church has supported this initiative for over 30 years, including with national vigils and lobbying actions in September 2020 and April 2021. 

We recognize we’re now in a time requiring quick and decisive action: just transition into a green economy to mitigate the climate crisis and sustain meaningful work, and a just recovery from COVID-19 with vaccine equity. For both of these actions, a Guaranteed Livable Income is indispensable as it removes barriers to allow everyone to make green and equitable choices. We call on you to sign and support the senators’ letter calling for federal support of PEI’s Guaranteed Livable Basic Income. Federal support will enable PEI to model the benefit of a national GLI, a necessary next step to implement this tool towards a just recovery and transition. The benefits for the whole country are potentially immense. Here are some of the reasons it deserves your support:  
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1.       This secure income program would provide precise data and establish the viability of this approach, as it could apply across the country. 

2.       Because it has all-party support in PEI, as well as support from community groups, it would be able to run its course to maturity, with no risk of premature cancellation. 

3.       It will form part of the federal government’s road map for post-COVID economic recovery.

4.       The program will be delivered with equity (economic, legal, racial).

5.       The program will solidify Canada’s commitment to implement the UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Canada’s obligations in this area have been languishing, as critics frequently point out. 

This is the time! There is a groundswell of interest and support for GLI, as a better way forward. The pandemic has underlined the need. PEI wants to provide the testing ground for this work to go ahead. All that is needed is federal support – from you and your colleagues. 

Thank you for your continued good work on behalf of your constituents. Be well!

All the best,







For more info: https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/create-guaranteed-livable-income-program
