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Welcome &

Introduction

Welcome! Today is Camping Sunday, a tradition of The
United Church of Canada.

Camping is one of the biggest children and youth
ministries in the United Church. Each summer thousands
of children and youth across Canada come together to be
in relationship in community, with creation, and with
Creator God.

Camp is a place where young people are welcomed as
they are; it is a place where they are encouraged to
wonder and deepen into their connection to the
environment and respect for creation. Camp is a place to
be creative and engage in questions about our everyday
lives and of the mystery of the Holy. Camp is a place
where young people are encouraged to be their authentic
selves and are led in a way that is informed by care and
trust. Children so often experience a transformative time
at camp and are inspired to return again and again until
they can return as staff. Camp is a place where young
people are nurtured and mentored in their own leadership
skills and abilities.

We invite you to consider how your community of faith
can connect and support your local United Church camp
community.

Today we celebrate the work of God through our United
Church Camps.

Pamela Evans

Rev. Mary Nichol

Christopher Mah Poy

First Third Ministry

Chinook Winds Pacific Mountain United Church of Canada
firstthirdministry.ca
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Camping is a vital ministry in the Pacific Mountain
Region and across The United Church of Canada. For
nearly 100 years, people of all ages have come to
United Church camps to develop leadership skills,
experience the outdoors, have fun, build community
and deepen their faith in God. It is part of the larger
Faith Formation Ministry within the region and works
to connect camps with campers.

Click the links below to discover the diverse network
of United Church Camps within the bounds of our
regional councill!

¢ In the Yukon: ecumenical Camp Braeburn!

¢ On Gambier Island: Camp Fircom!

¢ In the Shuswap North Arm: congregational Camp

Grafton!

¢ In the Kootenays: Camp Koolaree!

¢ On Vancouver Island: Camp Pringle!

¢ In the North Okanagan: Mackenzie Camp!

¢ In South-Eastern BC: Rock Lake Camp!
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Cam
Braeburn

Braeburn Lake Christian Camp Association,
Braeburn Lake, Yukon

The Braeburn Lake Christian Camp
Association is made up of congregations from
the Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran and United
Churches. The Association owns and operates
a rustic summer camp located about 100 km
north of Whitehorse, Yukon, on the shores of
Braeburn Lake, with activities including
canoeing, hiking, music, crafts, and swimming.

The camp hosts children from the ages of 6-
14 for up to four weeks each summer.
Braeburn camp has a Councillor in Training
(CIT) program that encourages teenage
members of our congregations to participate
in camp and share in a leadership role. Our
mission is to provide a ministry to youth,
grounded in our faith. Through experiences in
the natural outdoor environment of the camp
setting, we hope to nurture enjoyment and
appreciation of nature, a sense of joy in
community and a sense of self-worth and
respect for one another in all of God's
creation.

Contact information:

Box 30116

Whitehorse, YT

Y1A 5M2

braeburncamp@gmail.com

Phone: (867) 393-2755 (voicemail — we will
return your call as soon as possible)
www.braeburncamp.ca
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Camp
Fircom

Since 1923, Camp Fircom has helped
kids, youth, and adults experience the
joy of summer camp. Enjoy traditional
summer camp activities such as
archery, canoeing, kayaking, campfires,
wide field games, arts and crafts, skit
nights, overnight out-trips, campfires
and s'mores! These are the classic
camp activities many of us grew up
cherishing.

Fircom is also a catalyst in the camp
world and includes modern camp
activities like connecting with local
indigenous cultural ambassadors,
getting your hands dirty with farm-to-
table activities, and taking part in
science experiments to learn about
renewable energy systems and
sustainability.

For more information or to register:
Fircom.ca
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Camp
Grafton

Camp Grafton is nestled on beautiful Magna Bay Financial gifts are deeply appreciated, and

on the North Arm of Shuswap Lake, just a 90- support our operations and our campership
minute drive (100 km) from Kamloops, BC. The program, which offers subsidies to campers in
camp features a beautiful, natural waterfront need. Donations can be made by mail or
swimming area and acres of trees and creeks, with through our website and will receive a tax-
rustic accommodations. Camp Grafton offers a deductible receipt.

full range of summer camp programs for children To contact:

and youth, which are accredited by both the BC www.campgrafton.ca

Camping Association and the United Church of 250-299-4446

Canada. The shoulder seasons and some summer
weeks are available for use by the community at
large.

Camp Grafton is an inclusive place where
everyone can:

* Deepen their connection to and become
stewards of Nature.

* Develop leadership skills and strengthen their
bond with their community.

* Have fun and build friendships in a rustic setting.

Camp Grafton is owned by Kamloops United
Church and operated by The Camp Grafton
Society, a registered charity. The Society leases
the camp from the church and manages the year-
round programming. While not responsible for
operations, Kamloops United Church is very
supportive of the camp. Congregations can
support Camp Grafton in lots of ways. We love to
welcome campers and staff members from our
faith community! We are also always in need of
gifts of prayers, time, resources, and labour (both
skilled and unskilled!); things like wood choppers,
cabin sweepers, and so much more are what help
Camp Grafton run smoothly!

CAMPING SUNDAY 2023 WORSHIP RESOURCE 8


https://www.campgrafton.ca/
https://www.campgrafton.ca/
https://www.campgrafton.ca/
http://www.campgrafton.ca/

Camp
Koolaree

Camp Koolaree, located on Kootenay Lake,
strives on providing a beautiful space to
experience the presence of the Holy Spirit,
safety for campers to express themselves
without judgement, paired with daily activities
to encourage teamwork and fellowship between
likeminded youth. Through campfires, water
games, chapel, hikes, arts and crafts children are
given many areas to ignite the authentic feeling
of fascination.

Unity is a pillar of Camp Koolarees foundational
principles. Without unity from our fellow
community and churches we are unable to
guide more youth to the kingdoms gates. Camp
Koolaree presents many children with a
supernatural feeling of acceptance this
exposure to divine truth in their shadowed
worlds would have been impossible without the
magic that resides here. With faith we continue
to seek areas where we can ask for aid in
developing long lasting memories for these
campers in hopes of introducing a ripple effect
that opens a hunger for wisdom. Our intention
as a camp is to preach the importance of unity
in an individual's spirit, mind, and body through
love. Appreciation for movement, gratitude for
creation, hope for the days to come and love for
the community are values built into each week
at Koolaree.

O\

Camp Koolaree

When camp isn't in session, our beautiful
facilities are available for rental groups. Our
commercial dining hall, heated cabins, full
service washhouse, and outdoor pavilion with
fire pit, allow us to accommodate a wide
variety of rental groups including retreats,
weddings, and conferences. Income from
rentals helps us maintain our facilities, but KEC
also relies heavily on volunteers and donations
from our congregations. We are always looking
for new ways to partner with supporting
congregations and camp alumni.

For more information or to register, go to:
CampKoolaree.ca.
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Cam
Pringle

For over 70 years Camp Pringle has been
providing opportunities for people of all ages,
abilities and identities to experience God's love
in a close relationship with other people and the
natural environment. It is located north of
Victoria on Vancouver Island. Rooted in United
Church values, we incorporate spirituality,
values and cultural diversity in adventurous
ways to provide a radical welcome for all.

Nestled on 20 acres of second growth forest on
the shore of Shawnigan Lake our picturesque
site includes Spencer Lodge ~ housing the
dining hall and a large meeting space on the
lower floor; Branter and Butler Lodges and 9
rustic cabins ~ providing overnight lodging
options for guests and campers. Waterfront
activities include kayaking, canoeing, paddle
boarding and swimming off the lakefront dock.
Land activities such as a climbing wall, low ropes
course, archery range, high ropes course, and
field games round out the day. The basketball
court provides down-time entertainment for
guests and campers, as well as a gathering place
for many activities.

The Camp is available to be rented to schools
and other groups during the shoulder season.
For Summer 2023, the camp is also available for
rental to groups whose purposes align with the
United Church.

for more information, go to:
camppringle.com.
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Mackenzie
amp

MacKenzie Camp is located half an hour’s drive
east of Enderby on beautiful Mabel Lake, BC.
Since 1947, well over 9,000 kids have attended
MacKenzie. Heaven knows how many adults, as
campers, staff, and volunteers have experienced
Camp at MacKenzie. Now, as then, they have a
blast swimming, canoeing, crafting, singing,
playing crazy games, eating camp food, and
realizing what a wonderful world God has made.
A two-tier fee structure gives parents and
guardians latitude to choose the registration fee
they can afford. Generous donors enable us to
offer camperships, so every child can attend,
regardless of financial circumstances.

In addition, MacKenzie is a place where people
in their late teens and early 20s learn, as camp
counsellors, how to make such goings-on
delightful, enriching, and safe for kids of all sorts.
Many of them were campers themselves and
want to pass on the joys and wonder of camp to
the next generation. It is amazing how many
staff members go on to become community
leaders, as teachers, nurses, counsellors, and
ministers.

As well, MacKenzie Camp rents its facilities to
families, clubs, associations, and businesses for
get-togethers of many kinds — reunions,
weddings, workshops, and celebrations of life.
Like everything else at camp, these events are
about bringing people closer to each other and
to Creation. Camp is not a place where people
put their lives on “hold.” Instead, it's where you
dive into life, submerge, and come out refreshed
and exhilarated.

MACKENZIE CAMP

Since 1947

MacKenzie is a Camp and Retreat Centre of The
United Church of Canada’s Pacific Mountain
Region. We are an expression of the camping
ministry commitment of Zion (Armstrong), St.
Andrew’s (Enderby), First (Salmon Arm), and
Trinity (Vernon) United Churches. We love kids,
and we love what camping does for them. Our
motto says it all: "Behold the power of camp!”

MacKenzie Camp
mackenziecamp.ca
Facebook MacKenzie-Camp

Email maccamp@shaw.ca
Tel 250-838-6293
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Rock Lake

Camp

We are the Rock Lake United Church Camp
Society (a not-for-profit organization registered
in the Province of British Columbia). We operate a
Church Summer Camp and an eighty-three site
Campground on the property known as Rock
Lake Camp which is located in southeastern
British Columbia two miles south of Highway #3
between the towns of Elko & Jaffray. Our camp is
fully accredited by both The United Church of
Canada and the British Columbia Camping
Association.

Situated in a rustic setting with its own private
lake (Darling Lake on the map if you are looking to
find us), the camp can accommodate up to 45
campers in 7 cabins. Each cabin during the junior
camps has a trained Cabin Leader in with them. In
addition to the campers’ cabins there is a
combination dining hall/meeting hall, first aid
station, outdoor chapel and leaders’ cabins. The
camp has modern washhouse facilities.

The Certificate of Title for Rock Lake United
Church Camp is held in trust by The United
Church of Canada. Authority for operating the
Camp is designated to the Rock Lake United
Church Camp Board. The administration of this
authority is carried out by up to three elected
representatives of the United Church pastoral
charges of Cranbrook, Creston, Fernie, Grasmere,
Jaffray, Kimberley and Windermere Valley Shared
Ministry operating as the Rock Lake United
Church Camp Board.

For more information or to register, go to:
rocklakecampbc.com
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CAMPING SUNDAY 2023

WORSHIP DOWNLOADS
https://pacificmountain.ca/connect/camping/

Introduction for Leaders:

This service is designed to be
intergenerational with opportunities for people
of all ages to provide leadership and to engage
in a celebration of camping.

Preparation:

Please review the PDF worship resources in
the following pages as well as the videos and
slides.

Videos and Slides include:

e Why is Camp Important Video - Camp
staff and volunteers talk about the
important ministry of camps and how
these ministries have positively influenced
them and others. Video can be used as a
whole or use clips.. Could be used as part
of a worship service message. 7:45
minutes

e What's Your Favourite Camp Song Video -
a fun video that can be used towards the
end of worship or to introduce a fun camp
song/hymn or where you see fit! 2:54
minutes

o Offertory Video - essentially a beautiful
slide show of camp images. 2:20 minutes
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A Community of Love and Care

Land Acknowledgement

We rest our hands on the land.

Sacred creation.

We give thanks for its sustaining care.

We raise our hands to the Indigenous peoples of
this place.

[Name Indigenous peoples, treaties]

We know that this place is sacred, ancestral, treaty
and/or unceded, surrendered land (area
dependent).

May we walk together in good relationship.

We reach out our hands to each other.

Beloved community,

we celebrate each other’s gifts and growing edges.
May we work together with good minds.

We hug our hands to ourselves.

Gifts from creator,

We give thanks for all that we are and all that we
may yet be.

May we live with ourselves with good hearts.
Amen
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A Community of Love and Care

Lighting of The Candles

(This liturgy is written for a set up of three candles)
We are gathered as beloved community.

We light candles to remind ourselves of the
presence of Holy.

Let these lights warm us, sustain us, and signify our
collective prayers, offered in good faith, entering the
light of the Creator.

With our first candle we proclaim the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ, who was born to a woman
in poverty, in a time of social upheaval, and political
oppression. Who knew human joy and suffering, and
who preached of liberation not domination.

May we live peacefully together.

Jesus preached of reconciliation between peoples.
Our second candle represents our commitment to
Reconciliation. We recommit ourselves to the
principles and actions needed for de-colonized
society.

May this candle remind us of our responsibility to
act in solidarity and in hope.

Jesus preached of love, Affirmation, and inclusion.
This candle represents our commitment to being an
Affirming community.

We Affirm the Holy beauty of every person.

You are beloved because of who you are, how you
identify, and who you love.

May this light represent our radical welcome and
remind us that the Holy spirit shines through every
one of us, in all our diversity.

We light these candles to remember, to celebrate, to
welcome.
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A Community of Love and Care

Opening Hymn Suggestions
“This Is the Day” Voices United 412
“We Are One” Voices United 402

Confession

God of Love, we bring to you the times in our lives when we speak without love or act
without care. We bring to you the times when we forget that our actions impact
others and impact creation. Create in us a Spirit of love and care, hope and
community. Create in us the strength to live into our authentic selves and live out your
love and care in our world. We pray this in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen

Hymn
“Like A Rock” MV92

Words of Assurance

God loves us more than we love ourselves.
God set us free to love others.

Thanks be to God.

Hymn Suggestions

“Spirit, Open My Heart” MV79

“In Christ There is No East or West” VU 606
“It Only Takes a Spark” Voices United 289

Hearing the Word:

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13: 1-8

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
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A Community of Love and Care

Exploring the Word Intergenerationally

I spy

Background

Campers, young leaders, and people of all ages encounter the Divine and the Holy
Spirit in creation and the ministry of camps. As part of Camping Sunday, we
decorate our sanctuary spaces to remind us of how we experience The Holy at
camp in creation.

Set-Up Instructions

Consider placing some camping items and other decorations around the
sanctuary: backpacks, sleeping bags, headlamps, paper cut-outs of birds, trees,
animals, maybe even a tent or mock-campfire.

Activity

Invite the congregation to notice the items and imagery around the sanctuary.
Perhaps ask some wondering conversations with the congregation:

-What do you “Spy?”

- Does it bring back any memories of a camping ministry experience?

-Have you ever had spiritual experience in nature? What was it?

- Do you remember learning something new at camp?

- Does it make you think of a favourite camp activity?

Wondering

At camp we're invited to arrive as our authentic selves. We leave behind our
homework, hometowns and home bases for a little while to explore new
relationships and ways of being. We learn how to be humble and helpful; we lift up
each other’s gifts and live by community rules. The memories of the fun, trust and
authentic love stay with us for a lifetime. We delight in remembering them. How
can experience of camp transform our relationship with God? How can camping
ministry transform everyday congregational life? What are some parts of camping
ministry we can bring into everyday ministry?
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A Community of Love and Care

Blessing Of Camp

Dear Creator God,

As we gather to celebrate Camping Sunday, we
remember all of our Camps in the United Church
of Canada, from the rainy coast of Vancouver
Island, to the mountains of the Yukon, to the
plains of the Prairies, to the forests of Central
Ontario, to the windswept seas of the Maritimes.
Let each child experience your love through the
fresh air, campfires, songs, good food, and
fellowship of others in your creation.

Bless each backpack and sleeping bag, as each
camper experiences your love,

Bless each headlamp and first aid kit of each
leader and volunteer who lovingly cares for each
child in their care,

And bless each camp in our church as they go
into a season of making memories that will last a
lifetime.

In Jesus name we pray,

Amen.

Hymn

Hymn: You may wish to show the What's Your
Favourite Camp Song video and then encourage
people to share their favourite Camp song.
Choose a camp song as a hymn or “Draw The
Circle Wide” MV 145
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A Community of Love and Care

Prayers of The People

Preparation:

Ahead of time, prepare paper hearts to hand out to the community. Create a
‘community map’ either on a cloth or paper locating your community of faith and the
camp to which you are connected and celebrating today in worship. Use this ‘map’ to
receive the heart prayers.

Alternatively, you may wish to simply ask people to turn in the direction of a camp to
which the congregation has an affinity.

This would also be a time where you could use the PowerPoint Slide of the Camp
locations.

For your personal prayer, | invite you to write a word, a name, a
place or draw your prayer on the paper heart. This is the prayer that's in your heart

Creator God, source of love, we celebrate your presence in and around us. We give
thanks for the length and breadth and depth of ministry in the camps within our United
Church of Canada. Thank you for INSERT CAMP NAME. Thank you for this place and the
space of acceptance, fun, faith, and adventure that has been and is a part of this camp.
Thank you for the ways in which this camp shares your love and call to be in community.
Inspire us today to participate in the ministry of camp in concrete ways.

This day we pray for peace. We pray for peace and justice for our siblings in our
community, church, workplace, and across our world. We pray for peace within our own
hearts and minds.

Compassionate God, empower us to live out your message of love and care in our
world. Help us to see you in the face of those we meet. Hold us close in our own hurt
and remind each of us of your unfailing love. Help us to remember that your love is
supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting and to live this kind of love out in our community
and in our camps.

We name out loud or write on the paper heart prayers that we hold in our heart on this
day.

We join these prayers together with the prayer that Jesus taught us...

And at the end of this time of prayer you are invited to paste your prayer on the map.
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A Community of Love and Care

Invitation to Offering

Videos and images of camp speak to why we
need camps: connection, fun, skill building,
leadership development, connection to
creation.

There are many ways that we serve those in
need, disrupt the narratives of scarcity, act
generously and work in solidarity. Our camping
ministries are sustained through generosity. By
working in harmony with each other we sustain
the life and gift of our camps and other places
and communities of welcome, love and care.

Dedication of our Gifts

Hymn:
“What Can | Do?” More Voices 191

Benediction

Let us go in peace and love, knowing that we
never go alone, for the peace of Jesus, the love
of God, and the wisdom of the Spirit are always
with us.

Closing Hymn
"Hey Nayana" MV217
“Sent Out in Jesus’ Name” MV 212

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Beloved People of God! As you leave this place,
you may wish to share signs of peace which
each other. The peace of Christ, who unites us
in love and discipleship, be with you all.
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WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF
UNITED CHURCH CAMPING

It is with grateful hearts that we thank you for your continued support for United
Church Camping. Here are a few ways your faith community can support camping
ministry all year long.

Know the Camps and their ministry

Whether it's all of Pacific Mountain Region camps or the United Church Camp your
faith community supports, help your faith community learn about the camp and
their programs. Tell their story of the Church's ministry beyond our doors.

Promote the camps

Encourage members of your faith community to attend and spread the word about
the camp to their friends and family. And follow up with campers after camp to show
continued support and interest in their spiritual growth.

Volunteer
Encourage people from your faith community to volunteers as camp counselors,
cooks, staff or volunteer their skills for a special project.

Share news about United Church Camps

Share news about United Church Camping in your faith community. The sharing can
include in announcements during worship, bulletins, newsletters, social media,
website and bulletin boards.

Donations

Consider providing financial support through donations for camp bursaries,
programs, donating supplies or equipment, and/or supporting capital projects at a
United Church Camp or even organizing a fundraiser to support the project. Check
with a United Church Camp about their specific needs.

Prayer
Pray for the camp’s success, volunteers and staff, the attendee & their safety, and
the great fun and growth for all involved.
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