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Greeting to you all,
As I look out of my window I can see a faint pink haze round the blossom trees nearby and for about 4 weeks now have enjoyed watching the daffodils in a municipal garden at the corner of our street bursting into bloom.  Spring is really on its way, and I hope this news letter finds you all healthy and in good spirits.  
It certainly has been a trying couple of years, but the end is in sight though we still have to be careful and do what we feel comfortable doing, be it staying away from big crowds or wearing a mask.  I know many are enjoying being back to in-person worship and some looking forward to it beginning in their congregations and others are still more comfortable staying home and watching the on-line feed.
So now on with the news from the UCW.

Annual General Meeting:    Many of you will have already received a special mailing advising that it was with heavy hearts that the Executive decided that our 2022 meeting would again be held by Zoom so mark your calendar for Saturday April 30, 1:30pm by ZOOM .    Details and the zoom link will be sent out nearer the date.   You can leave your “jammie” bottoms on but find a pretty blouse!
At that meeting we will be naming and honouring our Charter members so please be sure to send me the names of those in your group who are charter members if you have not done so already.  I have names from, Trinity Memorial in Abbotsford, First Metropolitan in Victoria, Trinity United in Port Coquitlam,  Campbell River  U.C.,   from Peninsula  U.C.  (Former Crescent U.C.)  and from the United Churches of Langley.  At this point I have the names of 24 ladies but I have to believe that there are others out there so please let me know in good time so their names can be recorded in our annual report book.  This is our 60th anniversary and we are trying to make it a little special.
President Elect:    In previous newsletters you will have read my plea which went out concerning our need for a President-Elect to take over the position of President at our April 2022 AGM.  Well, we have some good news to share.  Our Secretary Winnie Kowalewich has agreed to let her name stand  for the position of President -Elect  for this year 2022 and I have agreed to remain as President for one more year.  This of course all has to be approved at our annual meeting.  However there is an issue which must be dealt with immediately and that is that if Winnie is elected as President-Elect then we MUST find a new secretary to fill that position immediately following the AGM.  Winnie says she will take care of the minutes for the AGM and after that the secretarial tasks will become the responsibility of the new secretary.   This is a really urgent need ladies, so please give this position of secretary some prayerful consideration, as this is an essential position in our organization.  Now this could all change if someone were to step forward and offer their services as President!!
Anniversary Mission Project:   Women for Change Zambia.

Many will remember the great success of our 50th Anniversary Project  -  The Morogoro Women’s centre in Tanzania.  We are hoping that our 60th Anniversary Project will be as successful.  Certainly, the pandemic has cut into our opportunities to hold special fund raising events but even so we have another 9 months before our Anniversary year comes to a close so please do your best to make this very worthwhile project a great success.  
To date the total donations for Women for Change - Zambia is $81,153.49. UCW women are awesome.               .
60th Anniversary celebration in Sydney Nova Scotia  -  July 11-15,  2022
For easy access: This is a direct link to the 60th “bookmark”

https://ucceast.ca/fsldw-and-region-15-ucw/ucws-60th-anniversary-news/
As July approaches those who have registered to attend this event are hoping that COVID 19 is not going to throw a spanner in the works.  There has been a wonderful program planned.  I for one am getting very excited.

There are 13 ladies from Pacific Mountain UCW who have registered, and registrations are open until the end of May so if you are thinking about it act soon as the available spaces will be picked up quickly, I would expect. 
Also remember that National UCW, through the Agatha Kaasa Fund and the Dorothy Amos Fund, are offering   $400 to any woman who applies.  Apply to the Agatha Kaasa fund before April 15. An Application form can be found  at the end of this Newsletter   You must apply to receive!
Note:  the deadline for applications through the Dorothy Amos Fund  has passed.
Also Note:    Pacific Mountain UCW is offering a reimbursement of up to $450 to any of the Pacific Mountain ladies who apply after the event, up to September 15, 2022.  Application forms will be available later and must be accompanied by a receipt.
60th Anniversary Worship services have been prepared  -  4 of them actually, and they are available and free for you to use in their entirety or you may choose to just use parts of them.  If you do use all or part of a service, please remember to give credit to the person who created it.

If you would like these services, please contact me and I will send them to you.

Now on to other news:

“Keeping in Touch”   the National UCW newsletter has recently been published and distributed..  It is an extremely information loaded edition and if you did not get it then please contact me and one will be sent to you. Articles to be included in the newsletter are always welcome for consideration so if you have some news from your area which you would like to share please contact: nucwkeepintouch2021@gmail.com 
Promotion of M&S   -  booklets are available  -    Gifts With Vision   (more options are available on line than are in the booklet) and remember these gifts are great for celebrations other than Christmas.

 “Your Generosity Matters” (8 inspiring Mission & Service Stories and devotions,)
Copies of these very worthwhile booklets are available:  visit UCRDstore.ca to order booklets  (CH11172)  or drop a line to ms@united-church.ca
Now some VERY happy news
Pacific Mountain United Church Women (UCW) finally have a web page on the Pacific Mountain web site.

There are 3 ways to access the web page:

 1) Manually type this: PacificMountain.ca/UCW-PM into the address bar in your internet browser. 

 
or
   2) Click the URL: https://pacificmountain.ca/ucw-pm ( and then save it to your Bookmark).

                                    or

3)Find it from the Regional Council's Home Page like this:

    - Type in PacificMountain.ca
    - Hover on the menu title "Connect"
    -Select "Groups, Clusters and Networks" to open. You will see UCW at

      the top of the page.

Have fun exploring our page and we hope you enjoy all you find there.

Special thanks to our Secretary Winnie Kowalewich and Tressa Brotsky the Region’s Communication Officer for the many hours of work they put in together getting this site up and running.
You will remember that before the reorganization of the church and our change from being a “Conference” to a “Region”, that the UCW had “Presbyterials” and now we have chosen to call them “Areas”.  At present we have only 2 identified Areas that are functioning as such, Fraser and West Coast Islands.  Westminster Presbytery disbanded about 2 years ago.  We have a number of UCW Groups (Units) that are not really related to a larger group or Area and it is our wish to get these “orphaned“ Units somehow  attached to Units nearby so that they may have a wider group with which to relate.  At this point the Executive is considering 2 more Areas and inviting Units with-in those areas to connect one with another even if just for an annual gathering of fellowship so each may fully appreciate the feeling of belonging to a national organization which has very wide reaching connections. 
The suggestion is as follows but further discussion will take place.  This is just a start.

1.Northern BC/Yukon, Bella, Bella Coola, Smithers

2.Okanagan/Kootenay

3.Fraser including all the Mainland, Sechelt, Powell River, North Van.
            West Van. Squamish, Burnaby - Jubilee

4.The West Coast Islands.
And please remember if you are not in an identified Area (formerly Presbyterial) but your local is wanting  to contribute to Pacific Mountain UCW  please send your cheque from your Local Unit  to our Pacific Mountain UCW  treasurer:

 Lynn Lancaster, Box 29,  Walhachin,  B.C. V0K 2P0.  
The UCW Contact person/ support staff at the General Council Office has changed and is now    Angeline Musonza (please call and refer to her as Angie). Angie has been working with the Ministry Employment Unit at the General Council Office for several years so she's familiar with all our systems, practices and policies. Angie has a real heart for ministry and justice and also has a degree in Women's Studies from York University. She can be reached at amusonza@united-church.ca.
 In closing please consider offering a prayer for those dear folk caught on all sides of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,  which  is already beginning to show its effects on all of us.
Now let us all give thanks as we start to return to “Normal”, but keep in mind it will be,  without a doubt,  a New Normal.
Blessings to all,
Clare Walker

President,

Pacific Mountain UCW
Agatha Kaasa Bursary Fund

A Bursary for Women of the United Church Sponsored by the National UCW 

The Agatha Kaasa Bursary Fund was established by the National UCW in 2003. 

The fund is fully supported by a bequest left by Agatha Kaasa for women’s work in the church.
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Margaret Agatha (Coultes) Kaasa (1909–2000)                                                                        was born in Huron County, Ontario, attended Wingham High School, and trained as a registered nurse at Grove Memorial Hospital, Fergus. Agatha worked as a private nurse for several years. She then trained as a lay minister at St. George’s College, Toronto. She worked for nine years in the Maynooth, Alberta, area as lay minister to four charges. She also undertook hospital visitation in Toronto as well as Edmonton. Agatha was an active member of the Woman’s Missionary Society and later of the UCW. 

Who can apply? 

Any woman who is part of The United Church of Canada and is not in paid accountable ministry. 

What kinds of requests does the fund support? 

• leadership training and education 

• continuing education 

• projects or events that promote education, mission, outreach, spiritual nurture, and ecumenical and interfaith dialogue, locally or abroad 

Note: Formal theological education is not funded, for example, M.Div. and D.Min. degrees, Centre for Christian Studies programs, or similar programs. 

How much money does the bursary fund offer? 

The recipient can receive up to one-third of the total expenses related to the request, with a maximum bursary of $1,500. 

Will all requests be funded? 

Requests will be funded at the discretion of the bursary committee, as funds permit. 

How often can individuals apply for a bursary? 

Applicants can apply once a year. Preference will be given to first-time applicants. 

Agatha Kaasa Bursury Fund 

Application Procedures 

• Applicants can only apply to one of the two grants offered by National UCW for the same event. 

• You must submit a complete application prior to the event. 

We encourage women of the church to attend events related to the work and development of the United Church. 

UCW Women applying for the 60th Anniversary Gathering

The National UCW executive motioned and approved that each woman applying to the Agatha Kaasa or Dorothy Amos Fund for Financial assistance to attend the 60th Anniversary would receive $400.00. 
An application form may be found at the end of this letter.

When applying to the Agatha Kaasa Fund please fill out the Personal Details section only, it is not necessary to fill out the financial section or provide letters of reference. When entering your Region/District please include the name of your UCW group. Don’t forget to date and sign the application. Please note that if for any reason that you cannot attend next July, 2022, you are required to return the grant money. Looking forward to seeing you in Sydney, Nova Scotia.
Reminder: Application deadline for the 60th Anniversary is April 15, 2022



Send applications to: 

The United Church of Canada 

Church in Mission Unit

National UCW

3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 200 

Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

or e-mail ucw@united-church.ca 

For more information, please contact: 

UCW Staff at General Council Office: 

416-231-7680 ext. 2770 or 1-800-268-3781 ext. 2770 

Agatha Kaasa Bursury Fund 

AGATHA KAASA BURSARY FUND

Application Form

For Women of The United Church of Canada

This bursary is not for: 

• women in any paid accountable ministry 

• support for any courses or events leading to a formal theological education* or toward designated lay ministry 

*Formal theological education includes, for example, M.Div. and D.Min. degrees, any theological college, the Centre for Christian Studies, and similar programs. 

(Please print) 

Personal Details 

Name (in full): _______________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: (day)____________________ (evening)_________________________________ 

 E-mail address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Community of Faith: __________________________________________________________ 

Region/District: ______________________________________________________________ 

❒ Lay 
                                   ❒ Ministry personnel 

Name of program, course, or event: ______________________________________________ 

Location: __________________________________________________________________

Date of event: _______________________________________________________________

Sponsoring institution: ________________________________________________________ 

Give a brief description of the program, course, or event, and how it will enhance your work:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The use, retention, and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with privacy legislation and adheres to the principles of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (S.C. 2000, c.5). 

Agatha Kaasa Bursury Fund 

Financing 

Expenses 




 Revenue 
Course fee: _______________________
 Personal funds: _______________________ 

Travel: _____ km x rate _____________
 Congregation/Employer: ________________ 

Accommodation: ___________________
Other (specify): ________________________ 

Meals: ____________________________
 Funds requested: _______________________ 

Other (specify): _____________________

Total expenses: ______________________
 Total revenue: ________________________ 

Terms

· I have previously received money from this fund: ___Yes ____No

· If my request or part thereof is granted, I agree to provide my Social Insurance Number so that the cheque can b e produced at General council Office. This is a requirement of Canada Revenue Agency (CRA).

· Two written recommendations/references must be supplied from within the United Church community. (If women from the same church/Presbyterial/Region/District are applying, they cannot be reference for one another).

· I shall submit to NUCW a written report on the course and its benefits to church work and to me, the applicant.

· If I do not attend the program, course, or event, I agree to return the bursary in full to the Agatha Kaasa Fund.

This application must be submitted prior to the event and by the deadline of April 15 or October 15. If the 15th of April or October falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the application must be received at General Council Office by the following Monday. If the 15th is a holiday, the application must be received at General Council Office on the next business day.

Send applications to: 

The United Church of Canada

or email ucw@united-church.ca 

Church in Mission Unit                                  question? Please contact UCW Staff at

National UCW                                                416-231-7680 ext. 2770 or 1-800-268-3781

3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 200 

ext. 2770




Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4 

Date: ________________________ Signature: ________________________________ 

The use, retention, and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with privacy legislation and adheres to the principles of the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (S.C. 2000, c.5). 

