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Minutes of the Eighty-sixth General Meeting 

British Columbia Conference 
The United Church of Canada 

Penticton, BC 
May 31 – June 3, 2018 

 
First Session, 6:30 P.M., Thursday, May 31, 2018 

Authority Pursuant to the authority of the eighty-fifth General Meeting of BC Conference of The 
United Church of Canada, the eighty-sixth General Meeting convened at The Penticton 
Trade and Convention Centre, Penticton, BC, and was declared open to conduct the business 
properly before it, President Cari Copeman-Haynes presiding. A quorum was present. 

Welcome The President, Cari Copeman-Haynes, welcomed delegates to the meeting. 

First Nation 
Welcome 

Hereditary Chief Adam Eneas welcomed the delegates to the traditional, unceded territories 
of the Okanagan Nation. 

Introductions The President invited the table group members to introduce themselves to each other. The 
President then introduced the musicians for the weekend: Bruce Harding, Rob Copeman-
Haynes, Julia Copeman-Haynes and Grace Gauthier. She also acknowledged the Theme & 
Worship team: Lori Megley-Best (Chair), Ryan Slifka, Brian Thorpe, Maggie Enwright and Will 
Sparks. Janice Guthrie served as Biblical study resource. It was acknowledged that Jeff 
Seaton and Leenane Shiels were original members of the Theme and Worship team. 

Worship The President acknowledged that many people would contribute to the Theme & Worship 
times during the weekend, including Yoko Kihara, Val Taylor, Dan Kierkegaard, and Richard 
Chung, members of BC Conference Intercultural Ministries. The worship and theme times 
throughout the weekend were based on readings from 2 Corinthians 4. 1, 7, 13 – 5:1, 17-20. 
During the opening worship, the names of those who have died since the last meeting of the 
Conference were lifted up in remembrance. 

Business The evening’s business session began with an introduction by the President of Doug 
Goodwin as the Executive Secretary, Ian Fraser as the Chair of the Business Committee, and 
other members of the Business Committee. She introduced the General Council staff 
representative, David Armour, and other General Council staff present at the meeting, Sarah 
Harrington and Jane Harding. The President acknowledged that Past Moderator Marion Best 
was also present and participating as a member of the court. 

Business Motions Ian Fraser briefly outlined the business for the evening. He then reviewed the agenda for the 
meeting and provided information related to the business of the court. 

 Ian Fraser highlighted several sections of the extensive Business Committee motion. 

M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
 1. The Roll of the 86th General Meeting of BC Conference shall consist of those members of 

BC Conference who register prior to 12:00 p.m. Friday, June 1, 2018. Those arriving after 
that time shall not be included on the Roll or entitled to payment of travel expenses. 

 2. The Bar of the Court shall be the floor of Ballroom One, Salon A, The Penticton Trade and 
Convention Centre, Penticton, BC. 
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 3. The Business Committee for this General Meeting shall be Allan Buckingham, Cari 
Copeman-Haynes (President), Maggie Enwright, Ian Fraser (Chair), Doug Goodwin 
(Executive Secretary), Doris Kizinna, Jean MacLeod, Lori Megley-Best, Mary Nichol, Jay 
Olson, Katie Purych, and Nellie Tang. 

 4. In order to facilitate the formulation of motions and discussion of matters raised in 
business, the President may, at her discretion, suspend the ordinary rules of 
parliamentary debate and engage in a different process. All final decisions of the court 
shall follow the rules of debate and order as summarized in the Appendix of the Manual. 

 5. At the discretion of the President, speakers can be limited to two minutes each. 

 6. Subject to such changes as the Business Committee might make and announce, the 
agenda as printed shall be the working basis for the order of business.  

 7. Proposals directed to the General Council or this General Meeting must be received by 
the Business Committee prior to 6:00 p.m. Friday, June 1, 2018. The Business Committee 
may recommend editing or clarification before the Proposal comes to the floor. 
Proposals dealing with matters not noted on the agenda shall be dealt with in an order 
as determined by the Business Committee. Like proposals may be grouped together at 
the discretion of the Business Committee. 

 8. All unfinished business shall be referred to the Conference Executive. 

 9. Voting shall be carried out by members raising designated voting cards, save those 
instances where voting by ballot is required or moved and duly passed, in which case 
written ballots shall be used. 

 10. All motions having significant budget implications for BC Conference ($2,000 or over) 
shall be considered “in principle only” and, if adopted, be referred to the BC Conference 
Executive for consideration within adopted budgetary constraints. 

 11. The term of office be extended for all officers, Conference Executive members, 
committee members, and commission members until: 

 a. December 31, 2018, if the Three Council Remit (Remit 1) is enacted by the 43rd 
General Council 2018; or  

 b. the next Conference General Meeting, if the Three Council Remit (Remit 1) is not 
so enacted. 

 12. Election of President-Elect 

 a. This meeting of Conference shall elect, from amongst those nominated for this 
position, a President-Elect to serve on the BC Conference Executive until 
December 31, 2018 and on the Regional Council Commission until the first 
meeting of the Regional Council. 

 b. All nominations for the position of President-Elect shall be submitted to the 
Business Committee by 9:00 p.m. Friday, June 1, 2018, accompanied by: 

 i. the signature of five members; 

 ii. the written agreement of the nominee; 

 iii. a single page introduction or resume of the nominee. 
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 c. The election for President-Elect shall take place by a series (or exhaustive) ballot 
system until there is a clear majority obtained by the person with the greatest 
number of votes. 

 13. In accordance with the Manual D.4.4, action by the Conference regarding candidates to 
be ordained, commissioned, admitted, readmitted or recognized for ministry shall be 
decided by vote by ballot. 

 14. Corresponding Privileges be granted to David Armour, representative of the General 
Council office; Sarah Harrington, General Council office staff; Allan Buckingham and 
Murray Speer from Rundle United Church, Banff; and any representatives of Whitehorse 
United Church. 

 15. Requests to withdraw from the meeting shall be submitted to, considered, and granted 
by the Business Committee. Members leaving before noon on Saturday, June 2, 2018 
without the consent of the Business Committee shall not be entitled to have travel 
expenses paid. 

 16. Payment of member expenses shall be made as specified in the travel claim form. Claims 
shall be submitted at the registration table at the time of registration but no later than 
7:00 p.m. Friday, June 1, 2018 if payment at the meeting is expected. Late claims 
submitted after June 30, 2018 shall not be paid. 

Minutes M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
the minutes of the 85th General Meeting of BC Conference held May 25 - 28, 2017 in 
Vancouver, BC, be adopted. 

Election of 
President 

Ian Fraser noted that Jay Olson had been elected as President-Elect at the 2017 General 
Meeting with the expectation that she would assume the role of President at the end of the 
2018 General Meeting. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
Jay Olson be elected as President to take office upon her installation on Sunday, June 3, 2018 
to serve until the installation of her successor or until some other date as determined by the 
Region Commission. 

 The President invited Jay Olson to the stage and offered a blessing upon her. 

Theme: A House 
Not Built With 
Hands 

The music team presented an original theme song composed by Bruce Harding, “A House 
Not Made With Hands.” 

The President, Cari Copeman-Haynes, explained that the chosen theme for the meeting, “A 
House Not Made With Hands”, emerged from the previous General Meeting of the 
Conference and its emphasis on “the big tent” of the United Church. Speaking from 2 
Corinthians 5, the President spoke about the “treasure in clay jars” that the United Church 
carries. The church is to be an “ambassador for Christ” that does not lose heart, that can 
deal directly with loss and failure, and that can participate in healing.  

She spoke of Fr. Rex RB Reyes, a recent ecumenical visitor form the Philippines, as a good 
example of being an ambassador for Christ, whom she quoted as saying, “in partnerships, 
blessing must move in both directions. Blessing must be acknowledged to be moving in both 
directions: listening and learning, giving and receiving. Grace and truth must flow back and 
forth between partners, and relationship must get as close to the ground as possible.” 
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 Table group conversation followed, focusing on the meeting logo with its symbols of a jar, 
heart and cross. 

Adjourn Following announcements and a song, the President adjourned the meeting for the night. 

 Second Session, 8:45 AM, Friday, June 1, 2018 

Kaleidoscope Bible 
Study 

Both Friday and Saturday mornings began with an optional Kaleidoscope Bible study hosted 
by Intercultural Ministries. 

Welcome The morning opened with singing led by the music team. 

Announcements After a morning welcome from the President, Ian Fraser gave announcements. 

Worship Morning worship was led by Will Sparks. The scripture 2 Corinthians 4.1-7 was read and 
reflected on in the context of massive change in both church and culture. Will shared the 
story of being at the Festival of Homiletics and singing “Holy, Holy, Holy” together with a 
diverse group of Christians, knowing that the story was grounded in something greater, 
something “as old as dirt and as fresh as the morning.” It is by God’s mercy that we are 
engaged in this ministry and by which we do not lose heart. We do not claim ourselves, but 
we claim Jesus Christ. 

Theme: We Have 
This Treasure in 
Clay Jars 

A pre-recorded video of Brian Thorpe was presented. He cautioned that it is easy to slip into 
nostalgia, and hard to separate what is treasure and what is vessel. Brian shared stories of 
former ministries of BC Conference. Using Paul’s words from 2 Corinthians, he reminded the 
meeting that clay pots are fragile containers and are not meant to last forever; the church is 
called to focus upon the treasure in the pots.  

A panel of Ralph Milton, Carmen Lansdowne, Pamela Evans and Beth Hayward spoke about 
the treasure kept in the clay jars of their personal and our collective history. Parsing out 
what is a clay jar and what is treasure is our work for our time. They advised that the church 
have a loose hold on the clay jar and a strong hold on the treasure. 

Theme time was closed by table group conversation about the treasure carried by the 
ministry of the church: where and who did it come from? What is the story of the giving of 
that treasure to you? 

President’s 
Address 

The President, Cari Copeman-Haynes, addressed the court, beginning by reading a letter 
from the President of Alberta Northwest Conference. In her address she said, “I am 
convinced that God is not done with the church. Congregations of Faith (both congregations 
and new expressions of church arising) are our primary mission units and deserve strong 
support. The new regions need to be able to support that work on the ground.” 

Conference Executive Report 

Introduction The President invited members of the Conference Executive to join her on the stage to offer 
different voices on the transitional plan developed in the event that the remits adopted by 
the church are enacted at the 43rd General Council. She reported that the Executive’s 
priority is that as little disruption as possible be made to the structures, finances and staffing 
for the church in B.C., Yukon, and Banff leading into 2019. She stressed that this is a 
transitional plan and major changes were welcome once the new Region structure was 
established. 
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 The President shared the six principles by which this plan was created: 

1. An amalgamation of Presbyteries and Conference, not a “take-over” by one court 
(the Conference) of others (the Presbyteries); 

2. Present systems and structures within BC Conference are presently functional and 
adequate so do not need immediate major change; 

3. The positive aspects of Presbytery life and work will be encouraged to continue in 
the future Region as far as possible; 

4. Future use of present funds will always aim to honour the commitments made, 
recognizing most funds are internally designated and can be changed; 

5. Changes to the work by Presbyteries will be made with Presbytery participation; 
6. Finances and budgeting will reflect a commitment to long-term sustainability – God 

is not finished with us yet. 

 The President then shared some highlights of what is planned to stay the same in the new 
Region and what changes. The financial flow of assessment monies is one of the biggest 
changes, with money from congregations going directly to the General Council rather than 
to the Region (presently assessment monies go to the Presbyteries and Conference). The 
planned deployment of staff, especially Conference Ministers, should change only a little. 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries and Children’s Ministries will be funded through the 
Region; the work of LeaderShift will continue. As we continue to learn how the National 
Indigenous Church will evolve, we know that there is a choice for dual belonging to the 
Region and the Indigenous Church, so support will continue for indigenous ministries. 

 The Executive Secretary, Doug Goodwin, spoke about Financing the Church (Remit 4). Using 
some on-screen visuals, he showed the current flow of funds in the four-court model 
(Presbytery and Conference funded by assessments and General Council funded by M&S 
Fund) and the proposed flow of funds in a three-court model (M&S and assessments to the 
Denomination with some of those monies flowing back to the Regions). He noted that we 
will be working with hundreds of thousands of dollars less annually than present. Despite 
this loss, the present plan helps us move into 2019 with small disruption. 

Naramata Ruth Stebbing spoke about the financial arrangement between BC Conference and 
Naramata Centre in 2013 that allowed the Centre to consolidate their debt. The Conference 
Executive has not required any debt payment over the past five years, which has allowed the 
Centre to work to restructure their programs and finances to become financially viable. 
Starting in 2019, the Region will ask for interest to be paid going forward. There is not a 
request for any of the past interest to be repaid. Starting in 2020 the Region will also ask for 
repayment on the capital itself to begin. 

Clusters Jay Olson reminded the court that the Remits describe clusters as “providing community and 
support for communities of faith and their leaders, with a focus on worship, mission, 
learning, collegiality and strategic planning.” The General Council Executive further agreed 
that the councils of the church would not define or organize clusters further. 

Clusters have minimal definition and no mention of funding; it is anticipated they will need 
to be supported from local resources. She finished by asking the court to think about what 
mutual support might look like in various areas and how clusters might aid in that process. 

Staffing Carol Martin spoke about plans for the Region staff team. In the proposed plan, the Region 
will maintain a strong staff team with some altered job descriptions, with an emphasis on 
retaining existing staff. The detailed staffing plan cannot be shared, however, until after 
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remit enactment at the 43rd General Council, out of respect for the employees involved. 
Conference Minister positions will continue with deployment throughout the Region. Their 
roles will be to support pastoral relationships and communities of faith. 

Region Allocation Remit 4, Financing the Church, makes provision for a Region allocation. Bob Fillier reported 
that the Executive is considering implementing such an allocation. He reminded the court 
that there are choices in our congregational budgets, some of which are mandatory and 
some of which are more flexible. Using the analogy of a pie, he shared how congregations 
can adjust the mix in their budgets. 

Bob challenged the court to be open to a new way of allocating budget funds in light of the 
proposed change to the understanding and use of the Mission & Service Fund. 

Questions The floor was opened to a question and answer period. 

The President thanked the court for their attention throughout the morning and offered 
prayer to end this portion of the Executive report. 

Acknowledgement The President acknowledged former Executive Secretary, Gordon How, in the court. She also 
acknowledged Dennis Nixon, the new Executive Director of Naramata Centre. 

Announcements Ian Fraser made several announcements. The President offered a prayer before lunch. 

Lunch During the lunch break the Presbyteries met.  

 
Third Session, 1:30 p.m., Friday, June 1, 2018 

Music & Welcome 
Back 

The music team opened the afternoon session with song and the President welcomed 
members back. 

Pecha Kucha – 
First United 

Carmen Lansdowne, Executive Director of First United Church Community Ministries Society, 
offered a Pecha Kucha presentation on the ministry of First United in the downtown 
eastside of Vancouver. 

Discernment – The 
Region 

Kathy Davies and Allison Rennie led the court in a conversation about the Conference 
Executive’s morning report. During the table group time that followed, conversations were 
focused on the questions: what are the most important parts of the Executive’s plan? Is 
there any part that could be left out? Where do you see your Community of Faith in this 
transitional plan? What do we need to pay attention to in order to be a healthy, viable, vital 
and vibrant region? 

Responses from the table groups were collected. They will be tabulated for later 
discernment by the Conference Executive. 

Business Ian Fraser introduced the business for the afternoon, explaining the proposal method of 
decision-making and how it would be implemented in business sessions. 

Conference 
Proposal 2018-01: 
Decriminalization 
of Personal Drugs  

Carmen Lansdowne, Executive Director of First United Church Community Ministries Society, 
presented Proposal 2018-01 “Decriminalization of Personal Drugs”, which was for education 
and discussion purposes. 

“The United Church of Canada is committed to living out the healing ministry of Jesus 
in all areas of life and to take seriously the choice set before us by Moses: ‘To choose 
life, not death, blessing not curse.’ Social and medical studies are making it 
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increasingly clear that drug addiction is a health issue, not a crime, and therefore 
ought not be criminalized.” 

 Further information was provided in the Proposal and in the ensuing conversation. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-01: 
Decriminalization 
of Personal Drugs 

Following the period of education and discussion on Conference Proposal 2018-01, the court 
moved immediately to decide on General Council Proposal 2018-01 “Decriminalization of 
Personal Drugs”: 

that the General Secretary of The United Church of Canada write on behalf of the 
General Council to the Prime Minister and Ministers of Health and Justice to 
advocate for the decriminalization of simple drug possession for personal use; and 

that communities of faith, outreach ministries, regions and the national church 
engage in studies of addiction and the resulting stigma in light of the opioid crisis 
and the political shifts towards decriminalization of drugs for personal use. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-01: Decriminalization of Personal 
Drugs. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-02: 
Present and 
Future Pensioners 

Stuart Appenheimer presented General Council Proposal 2018-02 “Present and Future 
Pensioners”: 

“The General Council could establish a fund separate from the Pension Plan, which 
would offer supplements based on need, to retired employees. This could possibly be 
funded by contributions from Conferences from the proceeds from the sale of assets 
of congregations which have ceased to exist. 

“The General Council could seek funding to improve health benefits for pensioners 
and also seek funding to fully cover pensioners’ benefit contributions. 

“The General Council could lobby the Province of Ontario, where the UCC pension 
plan is held, to allow lump sum contributions to pension plans as was previously 
allowed. Sources of funding for lump sum contributions could be sought and, if 
allowed by the Government of Ontario, provide much-needed financial help to the 
pension fund.” 

 M/S (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-02: Present and Future 
Pensioners. 

Nomination for 

Moderator 

Cathy Cryder noted that Richard Bott had been nominated for Moderator of the United 

Church by Vancouver South Presbytery. 

M/S/C (Cathy Cryder/Will Sparks) 
that BC Conference nominate Richard Bott as a nominee for Moderator of The United Church 
of Canada at the 43rd General Council (2018). 

General Council 

Commissioner 

Election – Step One 

The President introduced the process of electing a slate of Commissioners for the General 
Council 43 meeting in July 2018. 

Over 30 nominees introduced themselves to the court. On prepared ballots, Conference 
members selected ten nominees each to indicate their top choices to serve as 
Commissioners. Once counted, the results were given to the Elders Team (former Presidents 
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Keith Simmonds, Karen Medland, Jenny Carter, and Dan Chambers) to guide them in their 
discernment and preparation of a slate of Commissioners. The slate will be brought back to 
the court later in the meeting for a vote. 

Gratitude The President offered thanks to all of those who allowed their names to be put forward as 
Commissioners. 

Theme: We Are 
Afflicted But Not 
Crushed 

The theme conversation focused on 2 Corinthians 4.7-12. Sally Bullas facilitated a 
conversation about the loss of Presbytery and invited Jim Angus (Prince Rupert) and Jean 
Daniel (Kootenay) to testify about this loss and how to keep heart. 

Table group conversation focused on the losses being felt during this time of changing 
church structures, and signs of God accompanying us in this time. 

Agenda Change M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) 
that the adjournment time for this evening’s agenda be extended to 9:30 p.m.. 

Dinner Ian Fraser made announcements and prayer was offered in song before the meeting 
adjourned for dinner. 

 Fourth Session, 7:00 p.m., Friday, June 1, 2018 

Welcome Back The President welcomed participants back to the meeting.  

Pecha Kucha – 
UVic Campus 
Ministry 

Using the Pecha Kucha format, Henri Lock introduced Campus Ministry at the University of 
Victoria. 

Business Ian Fraser introduced the evening’s agenda. 

In recognition that the next Proposal before the court was coming from her congregation, 
President Cari Copeman-Haynes asked Past-President Keith Simmonds to take the chair. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-03: 
Leading on 
Purpose  

Cari Copeman-Haynes presented General Council Proposal 2018-03 “Leading on Purpose”: 

The General Council might consider:  

1. Discussion of the issue at the General Council meeting; 

2. Action in the form of direction to the General Secretary to research 
governance models and introduce the newly formed Denominational Council 
Executive to a model of governance that provides for the above outcomes; 

3. Action in the form of direction to the Denominational Council Executive itself 
to explore governance models in a systematic way in order to lead the 
church with purpose at this time. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-03: Leading on Purpose. 

 The President returned to the chair. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-05: 
A Vision to Ground 
Us 

Bob Fillier presented General Council Proposal 2018-05 “A Vision to Ground Us”: 

The General Council might: 

a. Set as a number one priority for the next triennium discerning and 
articulating a clear denominational vision for The United Church of Canada. 



86TH GENERAL MEETING, BC CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA, MAY 31 – JUNE 3, 2018 Page 9 

b. Direct the Inter-faith and Inter-cultural committee to undertake a period of 
consultation with the goal of discerning a denominational vision. 

c. Engage all levels of the denomination in real and honest conversation that 
moves beyond mere consultation. 

d. Designate sufficient funding to undertake such a project. 

e. Review existing materials to see what can be harmonized and where any 
gaps might exist. 

f. Engage communities of faith in conversations about our denominational 
history and where we think the Spirit of God is calling us to go. 

g. Limit the conversations to high level vision statements in order to avoid 
drifting into mission prioritization and ministry planning. 

h. Once the denominational vision has been adopted, develop strategies that 
utilize the denominational vision within the General/Regional Council 
Executive so that it directs missional priorities and a three to five-year 
ministry plan. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-05: A Vision to Ground Us. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-04: 
Creative Rights 

Richard Bott presented General Council Proposal 2018-04 “Creative Rights”: 

The General Council could direct the mandatory assigning of copyright to ministry 
personnel at time of call/appointment, by including a statement on the call/appointment 
form. 

 M/SC (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-04: Creative Rights. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-06: 
Ministry Support 
and Supervision 

Bob Fillier presented General Council Proposal 2018-06 “Ministry Support and Supervision”: 

The General Council might: 

a. Develop a handbook of best practices for communities not being served by 
paid accountable ministry leadership. 

b. Develop polity that provides for alternative means of engaging paid 
accountable leadership other than the traditional pastoral charge model and 
amalgamations. 

c. Develop a remuneration schedule for supervisors that acknowledges the true 
costs of a ministry of supervision and factors in scenarios where the 
supervisor is not in fulltime ministry. 

d. Develop training and accreditation for community/congregational 
supervisors. 

e. Develop and implement a strategy so that communities without paid 
accountable ministry leadership will receive the support necessary to thrive 
in their context. 
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f. Draw on the expertise of those who have facilitated communities of faith in 
their discernment of ways to be disciples utilizing emergent models of paid 
ministry support. 

g. Develop a committee and network that could both facilitate resource 
development and advise the General/Regional Council on matters related to 
small communities of faith that exist in various contexts including isolated, 
rural, and urban. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-06: Ministry Support and 
Supervision. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-07 
Assessments for 
Ecumenical Shared 
Ministries 

Leslie Ross presented General Council Proposal 2018-07 “Assessments for Ecumenical 
Shared Ministries”: 

The General Council could direct those responsible for establishing the procedures for 
assessing communities of faith to 

 become familiar with how pastoral charges that are ecumenical shared 
ministries are presently assessed by all their judicatories; 

 give consideration to ecumenical shared ministries when doing so; and  

 ensure that those considerations are clearly stated on necessary documents, 
forms, and instruction booklets. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Maggie Enwright) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-07: Assessments for Ecumenical 
Shared Ministries. 

General Council 
Proposal 2018-08: 
Support to 
Terminate Plans to 
Expand the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline 

Mary White presented General Council Proposal 2018-08 “Support to Terminate Plans to 
Expand the Trans Mountain Pipeline”: 

We are appealing to General Council to support us in protecting British Columbian 
eco-systems by calling on congregations and other communities of faith to write 
letters to their local leaders and MPs demanding that the plans for the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline expansion for the purpose of transporting bitumen oil be 
terminated. 

 M/S (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-8: Support to Terminate Plans to 
Expand the Trans Mountain Pipeline. 

Defeated 

 M/S (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) that 
BC Conference transmit, with non-concurrence, General Council Proposal 2018-8: Support to 
Terminate Plans to Expand the Trans Mountain Pipeline with additional comments. 

M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Jeraldine Bjornson) that 
the motion be postponed definitely until such time as determined by the Business 
Committee. 
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Pecha Kucha - VST Using the Pecha Kucha format, Julie Lees, recruitment officer for the Vancouver School of 
Theology, presented information about VST and the many changes it has undergone over 
the past few years. 

General Council 
Executive 

Graham Brownmiller and Jean Macdonald, Conference representatives to the General 
Council Executive, reported on the recent work of the General Council Executive, as well as 
other General Council work. They were joined by Ray Jones who spoke about the Caretakers 
of the Indigenous Circle’s “Calls to the Church,” and David Armour, Director of Philanthropy, 
General Council. 

Region 1 Name The President introduced a process by which the court would consider a new name for 
Region 1. Input was sought from members in the Yukon, Banff, and the current BC 
Conference. Over fifty names were received, then shortlisted to twelve that had received 
more than one suggestion. After using an online rating system, five names for discussion at 
this meeting were presented: Pacific, Pacific Mountain, Cascadia, Namwayut’, and Sea to 
Sky. Using a series of polls, the options were narrowed to two: Sea to Sky and Pacific 
Mountain. The court was asked to consider those names prayerfully in preparation for the 
next poll later in the meeting. 

Worship Worship was led by the Youth and Young Adults based on 2 Corinthians 4.7-16a; 5.1. 
Worship included personal testimony and prayers for hope gathered from youth, young 
adults and their leaders from throughout the Conference and ended with a dance party. 

Adjournment The President adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 

 
Fifth Session, 9:00 a.m., Saturday, June 2, 2018 

Worship After a welcome from the President, morning worship was led by the Children at 
Conference. Using the scripture 2 Corinthians 4.7-16a, 5.1, the children asked the court to 
consider how God continues to lift us up. 

Pecha Kucha – Our 
Place 

Using the Pecha Kucha format, Julianne Kasmer spoke about the work of Our Place in 
Victoria. 

Retirees Ministry Personnel who had retired since the last General Meeting of the Conference were 
introduced. The retirees presented were: Juanita Austin, Kathleen Barber, Jeri Bjorson, 
Daniel Bogert-O’Brien, Debra Bowman, Elizabeth Bowyer, Bari Castle, Mark Collins, Louise 
Cummings, Murray Groom, Barbara Hansen, Kevin Hegseth, Kathleen Jones, William (Bill) 
Laurie, Dona Lethbridge, Wendy Read, Valerie Taylor, and Brian Tsai. 

Following the presentations, the President offered a blessing, the court offered thanks for 
the faithful ministry of these retirees, and a gift was presented to each. 

Election of 
President-Elect 

Maggie Enwright introduced and interviewed the two nominees for the position of 
Conference President–Elect: Blair Odney and Michael Hare. 

The President offered prayer, after which the election of the President-Elect took place by 
secret ballot. When the vote was counted, the President announced that Blair Odney had 
been elected as President-Elect. 

 M/S/C (Michael Hare/Maggie Enwright) 
that BC Conference make the election of Blair Odney as President-Elect unanimous. 
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General Council 
Proposal 2018-08: 
Support to 
Terminate Plans to 
Expand the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline 
(continued) 

General Council Proposal 2018-08 which had been postponed definitely was brought back to 
the court by the Business Committee. 

Greg Powell explained how the comments that would be attached to the Proposal were 
developed. 

M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) 
BC Conference concur with General Council Proposal 2018-8: Support to Terminate Plans to 
Expand the Trans Mountain Pipeline with the following comments:  

BC Conference agrees with the intent of the Proposal. However, we do not concur with the 
suggested actions. It is the feeling of the court that while this proposal is in line with past and 
current United Church policy and statements on resource extraction, and Care for Creation 
including climate change, it may be difficult to gain full consensus on this issue in some 
congregations and it may be divisive in others. A more effective strategy might be to focus 
campaigns on individuals and partnerships rather than congregations. We also recognize 
and support existing campaigns. 

We also wish to note the following: 

 BC Conference and the General Council of The United Church of Canada have, in the 

recent and longer term past affirmed our commitment to living with respect in 

creation by calling upon various federal and provincial governments to take stands 

against pipelines in the Mackenzie Valley, in the Northern Gateway and by calling for 

and supporting the divestment of shares in Fossil Fuel companies. 

 The current iteration of disrespectful treatment of creation is embodied in the 

Federal Government’s disregard of indigenous voices, science based critiques 

(climate impact of emissions and spill response technology), and economic based 

arguments against the twinning of the Kinder Morgan Pipeline proposal, especially 

as it involves supporting the production and transportation of diluted bitumen across 

our lands and over our waters. 

 Commissioners to this meeting of BC Conference have expressed their concern for 

the environment, their solidarity with indigenous communities.  

 Commissioners to this meeting of BC Conference recognize the issue of twinning the 

Kinder Morgan Pipeline has divided Canadians and has the potential to divide 

congregations. 

 We urge The United Church of Canada to reinforce its historic stance on pipelines, 

fossil fuel based climate change and the rights of Indigenous Peoples to meaningful 

consultation by all means possible including letter writing, supporting Indigenous 

challenges and other means as suggested by commissioners of the United Church of 

Canada at the gathering of the General Council of The United Church of Canada. 

Conference 
Proposal 2018-02: 
Sharing Toward 
Reconciliation 

Keith Simmonds presented Conference Proposal 2018-02 “Sharing Toward Reconciliation”: 

that BC Conference develop a consultative process aimed at sharing assets and 
income with indigenous communities both in areas of the province where indigenous 
lands have been the source of revenue for BC Conference, and with indigenous 
congregations and their communities; and further 
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that BC Conference begin putting funds aside to assist in meeting the outcomes 
identified by that process. 

 The President reminded the court that the Business Committee motions accepted by the 
court earlier stipulated that decisions that would affect the Conference budget by more than 
$2,000 would be considered “in principle only” and would be referred to the Conference 
Executive “for consideration within adopted budgetary constraints.” 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) 
that BC Conference concur with Conference Proposal 2018-02: Sharing Toward 
Reconciliation. 

Conference 
Proposal 2018-03: 
Safety and Justice 
for UC LGBTQ+2 

Cathy Talbot presented Conference Proposal 2018-03 “Safety and Justice for UC LGBTQ+2” 
as a conversation proposal: 

that The United Church of Canada have an effective policy in place stating that it is 
unacceptable for paid accountable clergy to preach anti-LGBTQ and Two-Spirit 
sentiments in the congregations they are serving, and that the policy include 
consequences such as disciplinary action. 

The court then engaged in group conversation and table group time about the issue 
identified by the Proposal so all members might have a better understanding of the issue 
and why it is important for the church. 

Cariboo 
Presbytery 

Allison Rennie presented Cariboo Presbytery with an Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble 
certificate for their work in becoming an Affirming Presbytery. The court celebrated with 
Cariboo Presbytery, which challenged the court to continue the Affirming work in the future. 

Lunch The meeting adjourned for lunch. 

 
Sixth Session, 1:30 p.m., Saturday, June 2, 2018 

Gathering The President welcomed the court back after lunch. 

Region 1 Name 
(continued) 

The conversation regarding a new name for Region 1 continued. The President reminded the 
court of the process up to this point. With the children and youth in the court and voting, a 
poll between the two options of “Sea-to-Sky” and “Pacific Mountain” was taken. 

Conspiracy of 
Gratitude #1 

Throughout the meeting there were moments of gratitude (“Conspiracy of Gratitude”) for 
BC Conference staff. The President invited Conference Personnel Minister, Treena Duncan, 
and Conference Ministers Allison Rennie, Carolyn Rogers, Victoria Andrews, Gail Miller, and 
Kathy Davies (Marc Coulombe in abstentia) to the stage to hear words of gratitude from 
colleagues throughout the Conference and to receive gifts. 

Theme: So We Do 
Not Lose Hope 

Greg Powell facilitated a theme conversation with Children at Conference about the 
question “what makes me happy to be part of the church.” A take-away from this session 
was that ‘even if we have a huge mess-up, we can still come to church. We are still welcome 
back.” 

Candidates Brenda Fawkes offered a short overview of the Candidacy Pathway and the work of the 
Candidacy Pathway Committee. Brenda Fawkes introduced all the candidates being received 
into ordered ministry in the church. Each candidate for ordination addressed the meeting, 
responding to the question “How will you continue to be an Ambassador for Christ?” 
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Prior to the following motions being made, the court expressed its appreciation for the gifts 
of the candidates. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
admit Sung-Young (Sunny) Kim to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral 
Care in The United Church of Canada. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
admit Pyoung Shik Shin to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care in 
The United Church of Canada. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
admit Tammy Lindahl to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care in The 
United Church of Canada. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
admit Pieter le Roux to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care in The 
United Church of Canada. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Nam Ok Yoo to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Ingrid Brown to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Kirstin Autio to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Dianne Collery to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Dawn Purdy Karkut to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Lorraine Ashdown to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 M/S/C (Scott Swanson/Carol Cox) that BC Conference 
ordain Curt Allison to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. 

 A ballot with the names of the candidates for ordination and admission was distributed and 
the members of the court voted by secret ballot. When the votes had been counted, the 
President announced that each candidate had been accepted. 

Pecha Kucha - 
Stewardship 

Jane Harding, the Regional Financial Development Officer serving BC, and Ruth Stebbing 
from the Conference Stewardship Committee offered a Pecha Kucha regarding stewardship 
in BC Conference. 

Regional 
Assessment  

Bob Fillier reintroduced the possibility of having a Region allocation that was previously 
discussed during the Conference Executive report. 

M/S/C (Bob Fillier/Carol Martin) that 
BC Conference approve up to a 0.5% provisional assessment for Region 1 pending the 
enactment of remits by the 43rd General Council. 
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Region 1 Name 
(continued) 

The President announced that the most votes in the last poll taken for a new name for 
Region 1 were for the name “Pacific Mountain.” 

M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin ) that 
pending the enactment of Remits by the 43rd General Council, the recommended name for 
Region 1 be Pacific Mountain Regional Council. 

Conspiracy of 
Gratitude #2 

Continuing the celebration of BC Conference Staff, the President highlighted two long 
serving staff members: Nellie Tang and Doug Goodwin. Nellie was honoured, via video, by 
former Finance Council members and chair, and Doug Goodwin was honoured in a speech 
by Keith Howard. Both received gifts for their work with the Conference. 

General Council 
Commissioner 
Election – Step 
Two 

Keith Simmonds reported that the Elders Team had met and done its work preparing a slate 
of Commissioners that reflected the legal requirements for the selection of Commissioners, 
as well as honouring the several values that were previously identified as important to have 
reflected in the choice of Commissioners. He then presented the slate for election. 

 M/S/C (Keith Simmonds/Dan Chambers) 
that BC Conference elect as Commissioners to the 43rd General Council: Jim Angus, Stuart 
Appenheimer, Lorraine Ashdown, Kirstin Autio, Richard Bott (Moderatorial Candidate), Tim 
Bowman, Ingrid Brown, Graham Brownmiller (General Council Executive), Hugh Creighton, 
Christopher Donnelly, Jody Dudley, Leslie Fairley, Rebecca Fillier, Bob Fillier, Jean Macdonald 
(General Council Executive), Lauren Martens, Carol Martin, Janet McDonald, Erica McNeilly, 
Jesse Moffat (Youth Pilgrim), Sandra Nixon, Jay Olson (President), Greg Powell, Deborah 
Richards, Nancy Walker; and as alternates: Helen Allen, Beth Bourke, David Cathcart, Donald 
Schmidt. 

Gratitude The President expressed thanks to the past presidents who did the work of creating the 
slate, and those who let their names stand. 

Theme: 
Greenshoots 

Rhian Walker facilitated a panel focusing on “Greenshoot” ministries where new things are 
happening. The panel consisted of Beth Hayward (Canadian Memorial), Bruce Comrie 
(Kamloops United), In Lee (Cloverdale United), Gillian McLeod (3rd Place, White Rock), Bob 
Fillier (Connect Live and Trinity United, Prince George), and Ingrid Brown (St. Georges, 
Cumberland, and Coffee and Conversation that Matter). Following the panel, questions from 
the floor were encouraged. 

Dinner Following announcements the meeting adjourned, with prayer, for dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Seventh Session, 7:00 p.m., Saturday, May 27, 2017 

Gathering The court gathered with song. 

Pecha Kucha – 
Rundle Memorial, 
Banff 

Allan Buckingham and Murray Spear from Rundle Memorial United Church, Banff, Alberta, 
offered an insight into the ministry of their Community of Faith, through a Pecha Kucha. 
They noted that Rundle Memorial would be part of Region 1 starting in 2019. 

Settlement 
Committee 

Shannon Tennant, on behalf of the Pastoral Relations Working Group, shared information 
about Transfer and Settlement (General Council) and the Settlement process (BC 
Conference). Shannon thanked Martha Ashbaugh, Pat Riddler, Stuart Appenheimer, Brenda 
Wolff and the Conference Ministers for their work that facilitated the work of the Working 
Group. She then presented the Settlement Committee Report and the Ministerial Standing 
Report. 
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M/S/C (Shannon Tennant/Martha Ashbaugh) 
that the Settlement Committee Report be received for information. 

 M/S/C (Shannon Tennant/Martha Ashbaugh) 
that the Ministerial Standing Report be adopted. 

Archives and 
Presbytery 
Records 

Blair Galston, Conference Archivist, advised the court that the review of Presbytery minutes 
had been concluded and that all presbyteries had submitted all the required documents. 

Blair also gave some update on the Conference archives, noting the publication of the BC 
Conference history book, Times and Tides, the partnership with the Indian Residential 
School History and Dialogue Centre at UBC, and the relocation of the archives to 312 Main 
Street in the downtown east side. 

Registrar’s Report Presbyteries:     

 Cariboo 22  Prince Rupert 18 
 Comox-Nanaimo 35  Vancouver-Burrard 48 
 Fraser 53  Vancouver South 27 
 Kamloops-Okanagan 67  Victoria 31 
 Kootenay 25  Westminster 22 

Others (guests, resource, staff, visitors, volunteers, etc.) 57 

Total: 405 

Children 28 
Youth - voting 14 

 

Business Ian Fraser introduced the work that would come before the court this evening. 

Conference 
Proposals 2018-04 
& 05: Proportional 
Representation 

David Cook presented the identical Conference Proposals 2018-04 and 2018-05 
“Proportional Representation”: 

that BC Conference publicly and explicitly express its support for an electoral system 
of proportional representation in the lead up to the 2018 BC referendum on electoral 
reform; and furthermore 

that BC Conference circulate educational material about proportional representation 
to congregations, and encourage its constituents to vote in the referendum. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) 
that BC Conference concur with Conference Proposal 2018-04: Proportional Representation. 

 Having heard and concurred with Conference Proposal 2018-04, 

M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) 
that BC Conference take no action on Conference Proposal 2018-05: Proportional 
Representation. 

Conference 
Proposal 2018-07: 
Slocan Community 
Health Centre 
Crisis 

Therese DesCamp presented Conference Proposal 2018-07 “Slocan Community Health 
Centre Crisis”: 

that Conference Executive appoint a Commission to Investigate whether the Interior 
Health Authority has acted unjustly by their direct interference with the Slocan 
Community Health Centre’s search for a physician. This action has not only adversely 
impacted the Centre and the community around Slocan Lake but has prevented 
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ministry personnel residing close to the centre from having a local family physician. 
The Commission shall report its findings to the Executive Secretary with proposed 
actions to address any injustice. 

 M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Doug Goodwin) 
that BC Conference concur with Conference Proposal 2018-07: Slocan Community Health 
Centre Crisis. 

Denominational 
Council Executive 
Members 

The President explained that over the past few months the Conference had been soliciting 
names of people who could be nominated by the Conference for consideration for the 
Denominational Council Executive. The General Council Nominations Committee would 
create a slate drawn from nominees for presentation to the General Council 43 meeting. 
Two names had been received from the Conference: Deborah Richards and David Boyd. 

M/S/C (Ian Fraser/Maggie Enwright) that 
Deborah Richards and David Boyd’s names be forwarded to the General Council Nominations 
Committee for discernment for the Denominational Council Executive. 

The court expressed its thanks to Deborah and David for allowing their names to stand in 
nomination. 

Enabling Motions M/S (Ian Fraser/Jay Olson) that: 

 1. The Executive Secretary be authorized to edit reports and minutes for the Record of 
Proceedings of this meeting. 

 2. The Executive be authorized to transact all business of the Conference until the Regional 
Council Commission assume its legal responsibilities on January 1, 2019, except those 
matters prohibited by the Constitution and Bylaws of The United Church of Canada. 

 3. All remaining ballots be destroyed. 

 4. The meeting adjourn following the benediction at the Celebration of Ministry worship 
service.  

Appreciations Maggie Enwright offered words of appreciation to all who had contributed to the planning 
and operation of the General Meeting. 

Conspiracy of 
Gratitude #3 

Continuing the celebration of BC Conference Staff, the President invited staff members Doris 
Kizinna, Brenda Wolff, Terry Harrison, Blair Galston, Katie Purych, Lisa Munro, Lisa Anwar, 
Chris Cliff, and Belinda Burke to the stage. They were then offered thanks for their work on 
behalf of the Conference and given gifts. 

Thanks to the 
President 

President-Elect, Jay Olson, offered thanks to the President, Cari Copeman-Haynes and her 
family, to the Conference Executive, and to the Agenda and Planning Committee for the 
General Meeting. 

Commissioner 
Blessing 

The President and court offered a blessing to those who would serve as commissioners to 
the 43rd General Council. 

Theme and 
Worship 

Julie Lees led worship based on 2 Corinthians 5.14-20. Curt Allison offered testimony to the 
power of reconciliation. 

Adjourn The meeting adjourned for the night with a benediction by the President at 9:00 p.m. 
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Eighth Session, 10:00 AM, Sunday, June 3, 2018 

Celebration of 
Ministry 

The court gathered at The Penticton Trade and Convention Centre, Penticton, BC, in a 
Celebration of Ministry worship service, which included the ordination and admission of 11 
ministers and the installation of the President, the Rev. Jay Olson. The Rev. Phillip Spencer 
preached. 

Adjournment The newly installed President, Jay Olson, adjourned the meeting with a commission and 
benediction. 
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