
General Council Proposal 2018 - 08 
 
 

PROPOSAL NAME:  Support to terminate plans to expand the Trans Mountain Pipeline  

 Origin: (with concurrence of Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery)  
                Rev. Mary J. White 

Financial Obligations:  None 

1. What is the issue?  

At issue is a disregard for the safety of the natural land, water, air, and eco systems which include animals and plant 
life, and placing priority on financial gain over the security of the earth. 

We believe Creator/Jesus/Holy Spirit is calling us to:  

be good stewards over the domain of the world by ensuring that we will protect the earth from undue stress and 
irreparable damage. 

2. Why is this issue important?  

This issue is important because through the love of God, we have been given the gift of life with the responsibility to 
ensure the security of other life forms. Humankind is called to be good stewards of all living things that exist: 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

So God created humankind in God’s image, 

    in the image of God they were created; 

    male and female God created them.  
…. God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.  
   (Genesis 1:26, 27, 31) 

What is the history/background of this issue?  

          “Since 1961, Trans Mountain has reported approximately 82 spills to the National Energy Board (NEB). 
 
69.5% of Trans Mountain’s past spills have occurred at pump stations or terminals. 
 
The remaining 30.5% of Trans Mountain’s spills have occurred along the pipeline, with 21 incidents related to 
releases of crude oil from the pipeline.”   
     Source:  https://www.transmountain.com/spill-history  
 
The intent is to expand the Trans Mountain Pipeline so that it can  transport Bitumen oil. 
Crude bitumen is the oil to be transported across British Columbia and through our waterways.  Crude bitumen has 
been described as “garbage crude” which “has the consistency of peanut butter”. 

https://www.transmountain.com/spill-history


One spill of crude bitumen is one spill too many! 

Taking no action on this issue could result in the expansion of the existing pipeline to carry bitumen oil and will 
result in oil spills causing damage to our eco systems. 

3. How might the General Council respond to the issue?  

We are appealing to General Council to support us in protecting British Columbian eco-systems by calling on 
congregations and other communities of faith to write letters to their local leaders and MP demanding that the 
plans for the Trans Mountain Pipeline expansion for the purpose of transporting bitumen oil be terminated. 

 

 

 
 


