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The Sussex Redevelopment – Building Jubilee United’s New Congregational Home 

 

It’s been a long and winding road, but this summer the Redevelopment Project at Sussex achieved a 

huge milestone – the Rezoning Application was approved by the City of Burnaby and we are finally in 

the position to begin construction.  To mark this occasion, several members of Jubilee United – and its 

antecedent congregations, South Burnaby and West Burnaby United – gathered for a ground-breaking 

ceremony at 6050 Sussex Avenue on July 31st. Dave English and 

Charlotte Au, the Project Manager and Project Coordinator 

from Townline, participated in the event led by Rev. Graham 

Brownmiller, along with Terry Harrison and Doug Goodwin 

from BC Conference (who took the pictures).  
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The property is now fenced and secured. Salvageable materials (wood, windows, etc.) have been 

removed from the building and a hazardous 

materials abatement has been completed.  By the 

time you read this update, the site may well have 

been demolished and the church building most 

recently known as West Burnaby United Church 

will be no more.   
 

Now the construction begins... and just like the 

Pre-Development & Approvals phase, the 

Construction Phase will be a long and arduous 

one. There will be several more years of waiting before the congregation of Jubilee United can move 

into the beautiful brand-new church building on the corner of Sussex and McKercher.  
 

Townline’s Condo Tower will take longer to build than the 

new church building, but they share a common foundation 

(i.e., they both sit on the underground parking space) so the 

project won’t be finished until both buildings are complete, 

which is expected to happen in Spring of 2020.  
 

While we will continue to monitor the project’s progress – 

and share updates with the congregation – the work of the 

Redevelopment Committee won’t really gear up again until 

the interior of the building is ready to be built-out.  The job 

of confirming color palettes, selecting materials and 

finishes, choosing window coverings is still before us.  So 

too is the task of shopping for new furniture, fixtures and 

equipment, which will be done in partnership with BC 

Conference who, through the terms of our space-sharing 

agreement, will be responsible for outfitting the 2nd Floor 

office space (the details of that space-sharing agreement 

are being reviewed and refined as we speak).  

There have been stops and starts, some ups and a few downs, but we have reached the summit of 

this Redevelopment Project.  Still, as the saying goes, the summit is only half way.  There is still much 

work to be done to imagine anew a congregational ministry that will serve not only those of us here 

today but the generations to come.  

 

For More Information about this Redevelopment Project Contact:  

Rev. Graham Brownmiller, Jubilee United (minister@jubilee-uc.ca ) 

Terry Harrison, Property Resource Team Lead for BC Conference of The United Church of Canada (terry2@shaw.ca) 
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